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Bringing Baffin Back is unique in that it applies a whole ecosystem approach to address the challenges facing Baffin Bay. Its success depends on the high-quality research being conducted by researchers at HRI and partner institutes to understand these 
challenges, on the strength of partnerships with stakeholders that are vital for identifying solutions and the resources needed to implement those solutions, and on the continued interest from the public in restoring and protecting this iconic bay system.

The initiative has 4 primary objectives that work to improve the quality and health of the entire ecosystem over the next few decades: 
Pollutant Reduction (PR), Research & Monitoring (RM), Restore Habitat (RH), and Education & Outreach (EO). There are numerous projects within each goal that are awaiting investment. 
This card illustrates the projected benefit of all projects and their economic value post-funding and implementation.

Indicators Projected Impact
Economic Value

Opportunistic

3.9: Reduce deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, water 
and soil pollution, and contamination

Water-borne pathogen reduction due to failing septic 
tank replacement (Not yet valued)

$10M

4.3: Ensure equal access to affordable and quality education

4.7: Ensure all learners have the knowledge and skills to promote 
sustainable development through education

Landowner water quality management plans - 
400 needed

$9K

6.3: Improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping, 
and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials

6.6: Protect and restore water-related ecosystems

6.B: Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in 
improving water and sanitation management

Repair & Replace failing septic tanks - est. 1300 failing 
in watershed

$47M

8.9: By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable 
tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products 20 Baffin Bay Environmental Stewardship Trainees $1.5M

9.1: Develop sustainable and resilient infrastructure to support economic 
development and human well-being 

9.5: Enhance scientific research by encouraging innovation and 
substantially increasing the number of research workers

Apply nature-based stormwater BMPs to ~700 acres $322K

13.1: Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related 
hazards and natural disasters Restore ~660 acres of seagrass $16.8M

14.1: Prevent and reduce marine pollution

14.2: Sustainable manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems 

14.A: Increase scientific knowledge and develop research capacity to 
improve ocean health

Restoration and conservation ~26,400 acres of 
riparian vegetation

$4.5M

17.19: Develop measurements of progress on sustainable development 
that complement gross domestic product 1 UN SDG report card Not Yet Valued 
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The initiative has 4 primary objectives that work to improve the quality and health of the entire ecosystem over the next few decades: 
Pollutant Reduction (PR), Research & Monitoring (RM), Restore Habitat (RH) and Education & Outreach (EO). Below is a summary of UN SDG goals that each objective aligns with.

Indicators Reporting Standards How Bringing Baffin Back Achieves
Sustainable Development Goals

3.4: Promote mental health and well-being

3.9: Reduce deaths and illnesses from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water and soil pollution, and 
contamination

- WHO Global Health Observatory Indicator: Policy or plan for mental 
health 

- UN STATS 3.9.2: Mortality and illness rate reduction attributed to 
unsafe water, sanitation, or hygiene

- All (PR), (RH), and (EO) initiatives will enhance and increase recreation in Baffin Bay. Studies 
indicate a significant drop in blood pressure and increase in mood when around marine life 
and scenery.

- All (PR) and (RM) efforts benefit water quality, which will reduce mortality/illness rates due 
to water-borne pathogens

4.3: Ensure equal access to affordable and quality 
education

4.7: Ensure all learners have the knowledge and skills 
to promote sustainable development through 
education

- UN STATS 4.3.1: Participation of youth and adults in formal and non-
formal education and training

- GRI G4-EO11: Number, type and impact of sustainability initiatives 
designed to raise awareness, share knowledge and impact behavior 
change, and results achieved

- (EO) Landowner mail outs to educate on the effects local land management has on the bay
- (EO) Targeted workshops for landowners and local officials
- (EO) Stewardship program for school-age children: 60+ local schools within the Baffin Bay 
watershed

- (PR) Landowner water quality management plans - 400 needed
- (EO) Bringing Baffin Back Stakeholder Group: includes researchers, fishermen, landowners, 
ranchers, business owners, state and local agencies, and conservation organizations to 
effectively integrate input and prioritize implementation actions

6.3: Improve water quality by reducing pollution, 
eliminating dumping, and minimizing release of 
hazardous chemicals and materials

6.6: Protect and restore water-related ecosystems

6.B: Support and strengthen the participation of local 
communities in improving water and sanitation 
management

- UN STATS 6.3.1: Proportion of domestic and industrial wastewater 
flows safely treated 

- UN STATS 6.6.1: Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over 
time 

- UN STATS 6.b.1: Local administrative units with established and 
operational policies and procedures for participation of local 
communities in water and sanitation management 

- (PR) Repair/replace failing septic tanks - est. 1300 failing in watershed: improving water 
quality by reducing the amount of point source pollution and contaminants that end up in the 
bay 

- (RM) Real-time weather & water monitoring

- (PR) Wastewater facility upgrades - construction of 3 regional facilities and upgrades at 3 
others

8.6: Reduce the proportion of youth not in 
employment, education or training 

8.9: Devise and implement policies to promote 
sustainable tourism

- ILO EARN-7: Employees with recent job training (past year / past 4 
weeks)

- IN-B2.a: Local residents are employed, including in management 
positions. Training and career opportunities are offered to local residents.

- All Bringing Baffin Back (BBB) projects that work to improve water quality and marine habitat 
benefit the local fishing industry. In 2018, ~3 billion dollars was generated from the 
recreational and commercial fishing industry through Ecotourism. 

- (EO) BBB aims to train 20 students from varying degree levels through the Baffin Bay 
Environmental Stewardship Training Program

9.1: Develop sustainable and resilient infrastructure 
to support economic development and human well-
being 

9.5: Enhance scientific research by encouraging 
innovation and substantially increasing the number of 
research workers

- GRI G4-EC7: Development and impact of infrastructure investments and 
services supported

- Global Innovation Index: Scientific and technical publications, 
researchers 

- (PR) Apply nature-based stormwater BMPs to ~700 acres

- (EO) Baffin Bay Environmental Research Traineeship Program will provide opportunities to 
students at all levels (undergraduate through postdoctoral researcher) who may not otherwise 
have a means or opportunity to gain experience in environmental research. 

13.1: Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to 
climate-related hazards and natural disasters

- G4-EN19: Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions - (RH) Restore ~660 acres of seagrass which provides ~221,781 tons of carbon 

14.1: Prevent and reduce marine pollution

14.2: Sustainable manage and protect marine and 
coastal ecosystems 

14.A: Increase scientific knowledge and develop 
research capacity to improve ocean health

- UN STATS 14.1.1: (a) Index of coastal eutrophication; and (b) plastic 
debris density

- GRI G4-EN13: Habitats protected or restored

- UN STATS 14.a.1: Total research budget allocated to research in the 
field of marine technology/ocean health

- (PR) Illegal dumpsite cleanup- with opportunities to engage communities and corporate staff

- (RM) Seagrass monitoring to ensure biodiversity restoration
- (RH) Restoration/conservation ~26,400 acres of riparian vegetation  

- (RM) Need a dedicated field station and work boat to develop consistent research capacity 
and water monitoring on the bay 

17.19: Develop measurements of progress on 
sustainable development that complement gross 
domestic product 

GRI General Indicators: 
- Publicly disclosing sustainability information and increasing 
accountability and transparency
- Advocating for the disclosure and use of sustainable development data 

The Bringing Baffin Back (BBB) Initiative and Texan by Nature worked together to report the 
environmental and economic return on investment of conservation efforts in Baffin Bay to 
promote investment from private and public sectors. This UN SDG report card, a blog, and 
social media will result from these efforts.
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