
Some PET thermoforms can be tricky to recycle due to non PET materials incorporated into
the packaging. Here’s some tips on how to prepare your PET thermoforms for recycling.

For more information on materials that are/are not accepted by the PET Thermoform
Recycling Pilot, click here. For more information on the PET Thermoform Recycling Pilot, click
here.

Recyclable plastic packaging is marked with a recycling triangle that has a number inside it. To identify
PET products, find the plastic resin identification code, shown above, on packaging. The PET resin
code is #1 and what is being accepted for recycling in the PET Thermofrom Recycling Pilot in El Paso,
Texas.

How to recycle PET thermoform packaging with plastic film or moisture absorbers:

Plastic films may be used as freshness seals on items like tomatoes and snack packs. These plastic films
should be removed completely and discarded; they cannot be recycled with the PET container. Moisture
absorbers are commonly adhered inside produce containers. They should be removed and thrown away
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before the PET container is recycled. Neither plastic films nor moisture absorbers can be recycled through city
recycling facilities.
How to recycle PET thermoform packaging with aluminum or paper:

PET plastic lids are often used with aluminum trays. These aluminum trays should be recycled separately
from PET thermoforms with other aluminum products. Similarly for PET packaging with paper, paper should be
removed from the PET thermoform and recycled separately with other paper products. All food residue must
be washed off PET packaging before being recycled.

For packaging components other than PET thermoforms, The City of El Paso offers both curbside recycling
and recycling drop-off locations. Access information about curbside recycling, recycling drop-off locations, and
search for where to recycle particular materials here. Aluminum, paper, and cardboard are accepted by the
City of El Paso recycling. See the complete list of recyclable materials that the City of El Paso accepts.

How to recycle PET thermoform packaging with colored plastic bottoms or lids:

Many packages that use clear PET thermoforms also use other types of colored plastic. Colored plastic lids,
black plastic trays/platters, and any component of packaging that is not marked PET #1 must be recycled or
disposed of separately.

For packaging components other than PET thermoforms, The City of El Paso offers both curbside recycling
and recycling drop-off locations. Access information about curbside recycling, recycling drop-off locations, and
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search for where to recycle particular materials here. Plastic types #1 and #2 are accepted by the City of El
Paso recycling. See the complete list of recyclable materials that the City of El Paso accepts.
How to recycle packaging that looks like PET thermoforms but is NOT:

Some clear plastic containers look like PET, but are actually other types of
plastic. Some common examples of clear plastic packaging that are NOT PET
are: deli meat and cheese packaging (#5) and bread bags and plastic film (#4).
The PET Thermoform Recycling Pilot ONLY accepts clear plastic materials
coded with PET #1. Find the recycling symbol on packaging and look at the
number inside the triangle to find the material code.

For packaging components other than PET thermoforms, The City of El Paso
offers both curbside recycling and recycling drop-off locations. Access
information about curbside recycling, recycling drop-off locations, and search for
where to recycle particular materials here. Plastic types #1 and #2 are accepted
by the City of El Paso recycling. See the complete list of recyclable materials that
the City of El Paso accepts.

Here are some examples of PET thermoforms that can be recycled at participating locations in El Paso,
Texas. These examples only need to be free of food and do NOT need to be separate from other
materials like the examples above:
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