
July Conservation Round-Up
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State

CONSERVATION EVENTS
Trinity River Audubon Center - Bird Banter With Jake And Marcus

Join our Audubon Educators this summer from the comfort
of your home to learn about birds and the habitat they
depend on!

In July, our focus is Shorebirds: Fall Migration Already?!?!
Unlike spring migration, fall migration is an extended wildlife
phenomenon. Tune in and join us to learn more about some
of the early fall migrants. Audubon Texas is a Texan by
Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://trinityriver.audubon.org/events/shorebirds-fall-migration-already

Date: 7/3/2021
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Location: Online

For all media inquiries:
Shelly White
Center Director
shelly.white@audubon.org
214-309-5810

Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center - Green Summer Camp In Southwest Dallas County

Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center in partnership with the City of Cedar
Hill, provides four, one-week summer camp programs for young ladies
between the ages of 12-15 who have interests in the outdoors, hiking,
camping, birding, and environmental science and stewardship. Find more
information on these one-week programs. Audubon Texas is a Texan by
Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://dogwood.audubon.org/summercamp

Date: 7/5/2021 - 7/9/2021 & 7/19/2021 - 7/23/2021
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For all media inquiries:
Julie Collins
Center Director
julie.collins@audubon.org
469.526.1991

Effects Of Nature Exposure On Preservice Teachers’ Mental Health

Join this great workshop with Courtney Crim and Laura Allen!

Preservice teachers face a unique trifecta; they must learn to
recognize indicators and impacts of mental health disorders,
respond to P-12 students’ mental health needs, and
simultaneously support their own mental health during a critical
period of adolescent development and transition.

Instead of viewing this as “the perfect storm,” we frame this as an
opportunity to go beyond providing basic knowledge of mental

health issues and finding an innovative approach that teaches novice teachers how to manage their own needs as
well as those of their students.

We sought an inexpensive and accessible intervention that might allow preservice teachers to experience the
recovery potential for themselves. We found this in nature.

This study explores changes in emotional well-being for 16 preservice teachers in both natural and simulated
professional development environments. The Reflection Rumination Questionnaire and the Profile of Mood States
were used to examine rumination and mood as indicators of mental health status. Compared to the professional
development setting, the natural environment had a positive effect on rumination, Tension-Anxiety,
Confusion-Bewilderment, Esteem-related Affect, and Total Mood.

As preservice teachers prepare to enter a uniquely stressful career, incorporating nature into professional
development is an inexpensive intervention, supports teacher emotional well-being, and potentially benefits all
students as educators navigate challenges in mental health. Texas Children in Nature is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.eventbrite.com/e/effects-of-nature-exposure-on-preservice-teachers-mental-health-tickets-144515
560933

Date: 7/7/2021
Location: Online
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Sarah Coles
Executive Director
scoles@texaschildreninnature.org
512-434-0815
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Project Wild

Project Wild will give you new, fun and educational activities that are hands-on as students learn about wildlife
ecosystems. John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/aBOdFn8

Date: 7/8/2021

For all media inquiries:
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com
Linda Dunn
Education Manager
9724749100

Grab-N-Go Nature Lessons: Water

Stop by our table to pick up a Grab-N-Go kit filled with activities to help
you explore the park. This month’s bag features water activities you can
do in Hardberger Park. The kit includes activities that explore the
importance of water in our world! No registration necessary and supplies
are limited. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/grab-n-go-nature-lessons-water

Date: 7/10/2021
Time: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Location: Nature Play Area (8400 NW Military Hwy)

For all media inquiries:
Teresa Shumaker
Associate Director
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org
210-492-7472

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, San Antonio - Guided Bird Tours

On this guided bird tour around the various habitats of Mitchell
Lake Audubon Center, guests will see at least 30-50 different bird
species with our expert guide. Travelling by both car and foot to
access as many areas as possible, this tour is best suited for
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those of age 15+ as it can last up to four hours, though you may leave at any time.
Tours are currently limited to a total of 10 participants with masks recommended. Bring your binoculars, water bottle,
closed-toe shoes, long pants, and bug spray. Audubon Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://mitchelllake.audubon.org/events

Date: 7/11/2021, 7/18/2021, 7/25/2021
Time: 8:00 AM
Cost: Registration Required, FREE for members, $10 for non-members

For all media inquiries:
Sara Beesley
Center Director
sara.beesley@audubon.org
210-556-4591

Native Plants On The Cheap

What can you do when you are having a difficult time finding native
plants to purchase? Grow them yourself!

This program on plant propagation will be presented by chapter
members Martha Richeson, Nancy Saint, and Wendy Reistle. They will
cover methods and tips for starting and growing native plants from seeds
and cuttings.

Martha will share her secrets to starting native plants from seed and
Nancy will focus on vegetative propagation—taking softwood cuttings and semi hardwood cuttings and getting them
to root and the division of plants. Wendy will also show us how she utilizes a greenhouse with a misting bench to
propagate cuttings.

Make sure to bring all your plant propagation questions! The Native Plant Society of Texas is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://npsot.org/wp/clearlake/2021/06/chapter-meeting-native-plants-on-the-cheap/

Date: 7/12/2021
Time: 6:30 PM

For all media inquiries:
Debbie Bush
Communications
bush@uhcl.edu
281-283-3948
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Texas Waters Webinar: Aquatic Vegetation Management

Aquatic vegetation is grouped into four classifications, each having their own
benefits and challenges, making them an asset or a nuisance in a waterbody, which
may ultimately lead to management. In this webinar, we will cover positive and
negative impacts caused by aquatic vegetation, including associated water quality,
to the surrounding ecosystem; environmental considerations during management
selection; and commonly made mistakes during management. Participants will also
be directed to additional resources provided by the AgriLife Extension Service.
Texas Parks and Wildlife is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist

Date: 7/14/2021

For all media inquiries:
Melissa Alderson
Conservation Education Manager
melissa.alderson@tpwd.texas.gov
512-389-8060

Texas Aquatic Science

Texas Aquatic Science is a comprehensive aquatic science curriculum for middle school and high school students.
This workshop is designed to introduce the curriculum along with the curriculum of the Wetland Center and how to
best use the activities and supplemental materials for an enhanced experience. The registration deadline is June
9th. John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Aspects of the curriculum that make it perfect for classroom settings:

● Written for middle school and high school students
● Designed to help teachers make students aware of the importance of water to life, aquatic ecosystems and

what we must do to conserve water and aquatic life
● Hands-on classroom and field activities
● Science investigations, games, models, internet projects
● Lessons embed higher order thinking skills, provide depth and complexity of learning, and engage students

in many contexts and methods
● All activities are aligned with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for sixth through eighth grade and for

Aquatic Science and Environmental Science courses for high school.
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Link: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/aBOdFn8

Date: 7/15/2021
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Cost: $15 pre-registration fee required

For all media inquiries:
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com
Linda Dunn
Education Manager
972-474-9100

Keeping the Pease Yoga At Pease Park

Join us for free yoga in Pease Park on the 3rd Thursday of each month. The class
is led by Vivian Lee and is appropriate for all levels. Half of the class is a yoga
practice and half of the class includes a breathwork practice. Pease Park
Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://peasepark.org/events/2021/6/17/keeping-the-pease-yoga-july

Date: 7/15/2021
Time: 6:00 PM  7:30 PM
Location: Live Oak Meadow in Pease Park, 2201 Parkway, Austin, TX, 78703

For all media inquiries:
Allison Johnson
Communications Manager
allison@peasepark.org
512-914-2451

Ed-ZOO-Cation At Crescent Bend Nature Park

The San Antonio Zoo Center for Conservation and Research is
coming to Crescent Bend Nature Park to educate the community
about Texas Horned Lizards. Come and learn about Texas Horned
Lizards, harvester ants, the history of the animals, and their
importance. If this program is not already cool enough, there is
also an opportunity for appearances of live animals/lizards from the
zoo! Meet at the 1st Parking lot near the Restroom Building and
Trailhead. San Antonio Zoo is a Texan by Nature Conservation
Partner.
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Link:https://fb.me/e/1iW2rdaYH

Date: 7/17/2021
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Location: Crescent Bend Nature Park, 12805 Schaefer Road, Schertz, TX 78108

For all media inquiries:
Joshua Strang
joshua.strang@sazoo.org

Purple Martin Parties

Travis Audubon will be hosting its Purple Martin parties where hundreds of
people congregate to watch 400,000+ Purple Martins “swirl” into their
roosting site near the Burlington Coat Factory at La Frontera Village in
Round Rock. Birders and non-birders alike will be entertained by the show,
so bring your family, friends, and neighbors and join us for an evening of
fun.

Purple Martins begin roosting together by the thousands in early summer,
as soon as their chicks leave the nest, in preparation for their migration to
South America, where they live during our winter.

After dining on insects during the day and prior to settling down for the night, these highly social birds put on a
spectacular aerial acrobatics show before landing in roost trees. Onlookers from previous performances described it
as, “a hurricane of birds,” “way cool,” and “better than the bats!”

Binoculars are optional, but lawn chairs, cameras, and hats are highly recommended! Travis Audubon is a Texan by
Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://travisaudubon.org/purple-martin-parties

Date: 7/17/2021, 7/24/2021, 7/31/2021
Time: 7:45 PM - 8:45 PM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Caley Zuzula
Program and Education Coordinator
caley@travisaudubon.org
512-300-2473

Summer Stem Camp For Kids

Join the Texas Botanical Garden and Native American Interpretive Center, a Texan
by Nature Conservation Partner, for three days filled with exciting science,
technology, engineering & math projects related to conservation.

7

https://fb.me/e/1iW2rdaYH
https://travisaudubon.org/purple-martin-parties
mailto:caley@travisaudubon.org


Link:www.legacyplaza.org

Date: 7/19/2021

For all media inquiries:
Susan Lindsey
Director
325-451-0487

Webinar: The Impact Of Outdoor Education On Student Academic And Social Outcomes

Every year, thousands of students participate in adventure-based stewardship curriculum at IDEA Camp RIO,
located in deep South Texas. IDEA Public Schools has partnered with the East Foundation in a three-year study
designed to measure the short–and long-term impact of students’ time at camp on their interests in natural
resources and land stewardship, academic achievement and well-being, and college and career choices in the
natural sciences.

We are excited to share more behind the purpose of this research, the methods and measures used in the study
design, pivots we’ve made during virtual camp lessons and learning due to Covid restrictions, and some of the
trends we are seeing in data results after two years. Keep Texas Beautiful is a Texan by Nature Conservation
Partner.

Link:https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8547909473765795599

Date: 7/19/2021
Time: 12:00 PM
Location: Online

For all media inquiries:
Brianna Fuller
Communications & Development Manager
brianna@ktb.org

Pease Park Summer Storytime

Pease Park is hosting monthly storytimes throughout the summer at the new Amphitheater in Kingsbury Commons.
July's storytime will feature Lindsay Leslie reading her book, Dusk Explorers. BookPeople will join us to sell copies
of the book. Pease Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://peasepark.org/events

Date: 7/20/2021

For all media inquiries:
Allison Johnson
Communications Manager
allison@peasepark.org
512-914-2451
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Bat Talk & Walk

Did you know, Texas is home to two of the largest bat colonies in the world? And
they’re both a short drive from New Braunfels!

Learn more about bats in our area, tricks to locate them in your neighborhood and
how this program led by Coco Brennan will teach you to go on a search for bats at the
Headwaters. Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.tickettailor.com/events/headwaters/543889

Date: 7/21/2021
Time: 8:00 PM

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Strack
Assistant Manager
lstrack@nbutexas.com
830-608-8937

Saturday SEAM Series: Astonishing Astronomy

Join us for an evening event as we stare at the stars! We will learn
about the different constellations and how they've been used and
studied through the years. We will also create star charts and hunt for
the big dipper, little dipper, and Orion!

This program is aimed at students in the Kindergarten-3rd Grade range
and will take place in our outdoor pavilion. Headwaters at the Comal is a
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.tickettailor.com/events/headwaters/543868

Date: 7/24/2021
Time: 8:00 PM

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Strack
Assistant Manager
lstrack@nbutexas.com
830-608-8937

Water Watchers Summer Camp
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During this summer camp, 4th-6th graders will learn about the amazing water resources we
have right here in New Braunfels and the Texas Hill Country. Young scientists will participate
in lessons focusing on topics including: watersheds, groundwater, succession, geography, the
water cycle, weathering, erosion, and deposition.

Hands-on activities will include: water testing, macroinvertebrate & microorganism sampling,
watershed and aquifer modeling, seed balls, art, and much more. At the end of the week,
students will be inspired to enjoy and protect our precious springs for themselves, their
friends,family, and future generations. Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.tickettailor.com/events/headwaters/512704

Date: 7/26/2021

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Strack
Assistant Manager
lstrack@nbutexas.com
830-608-8937

Project Wet Education Workshop

We invite you to explore and share the fascinating world of water systems using fun, hands-on educational activities
that are teacher designed and engaging for the students. The workshop is open to all classroom teachers, informal
educators, home school parents, and scout and youth leaders.

● Explore more than 50 easy-to-implement lesson plans that help students develop teamwork,
decision-making and problem solving skills

● Incorporate hands-on, investigative, and easy-to-use activities designed to develop 21st-century skills
across the curriculum

● Receive the Project WET Educator Curriculum Guide
● Earn 7 hours CPE and TEEAC Credit for Teachers

Kids LOVE the activities and so do teachers who use them! Registration deadline is July 23, 2021. John Bunker
Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/aBOdFn8

Date: 7/29/2021
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Cost: $25 pre-registration fee required

For all media inquiries:
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com
Linda Dunn
Education Manager
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972-474-9100

CONSERVATION NEWS
Wildflower Walk

Explore the wildflowers blooming in the pocket prairie at Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center.

Link: https://dogwood.audubon.org/

Austin Community Is Welcomed To Kingsbury Commons Following Renovations

Organizations involved include Pease Park Conservancy and Parks and
Recreation Department.

Link:https://peasepark.org/kingsbury-commons

Gardens & Library collaborate For Summer Camps

Link:www.legacyplaza.Org

Wildlife Documented Using Land Bridge

Organizations involved include City of San Antonio Parks & Recreation
and Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy.
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Link:https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/parknews/wildlife-documented-using-land-bridge

Texas Longleaf Landowner Survey

Organizations involved include the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team and Texan by Nature.

Link:https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YDCSL6M

ALRI Announces Longleaf For All Initiative

Organizations involved include America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative.

Link:http://www.americaslongleaf.org/news/2021/alri-announces-longleaf-for-all-initiative/

We Are El Paso Water

Organizations involved include El Paso Water.

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/we_are_el_paso_water

Montana Vista Project Nears Phase I Completion

Organizations involved include El Paso Water.

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/montana_vista_project_nears_phase_i_
completion

EPWater, Partners Mark $1M For Customer Aid

Organizations involved include El Paso Water, Project BRAVO and Amistad.

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/e_p_water__partners_mark__1_m_for_
customer_aid
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