NRG Dewey Prairie Garden

Counties of Impact: Leon, Freestone, Limestone

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Freestone, Limestone, and Leon counties in Texas are considered food deserts
according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Feeding America. These
counties suffer from food insecurity rates approximately 51 percent higher than
the national average. Texan by Nature, a conservation nonprofit, is working with
NRG Energy, a Houston-based energy company, to create a create a 10-acre
garden with an initial one-acre plot at NRG’s lignite mine reclamation site near
Donie, Texas.
The garden will provide produce to local food pantries, supplying healthy food for
an estimated 1,500 to 3,000 people annually. Additionally, this project will serve
as a demonstration garden and create educational opportunities for local K-12
school districts and other nature-based organizations. Native pollinator and
nectaring plants will be incorporated into the garden to provide habitat and food
resources for butterflies and other pollinators. The project will also include a
rainwater harvesting system to provide an alternative, sustainable water source to
offset the garden’s demand for groundwater and a repurposed solar well to
reduce the energy demands of the facility. This initiative serves as a model for
how businesses and local charities can partner to tackle rural food insecurity and
conservation education. Garden construction will start in May 2021, with the
first harvest expected by fall 2021.

NEEDS
Establishment of partner network to bring awareness and community
support to the garden
Food pantry collaboration for planning and distribution
Local volunteers to support the garden manager

FUNDING
Funding for the project is provided by NRG Energy and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) through their
Texas Urban and Rural Conservation Project (TURCP) grant program.

For more information, contact: programs@texanbynature.org
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