
April Conservation Round-Up
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State

CONSERVATION EVENTS

Bat Flights are Back at BCI's Bracken Cave Preserve!

Make your summer plans to witness the awesome spectacle of 20 million bats
emerging from their summer home at Bracken Cave Preserve, the largest known
bat colony in the world. Member nights will be announced April 1st and
Registration opens May 1st. We are planning to offer a limited number of public
nights (those dates will be released soon). Any photo credit to be issued to
Jonathan Alonzo. Bat Conservation International is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Parner.

Link:https://www.batcon.org/

Date: 4/1/2021

For all media inquiries:
Javier Folgar
Director of Communications
jfolgar@batcon.org
512-327-9721 Ext. 410

Registration for Heard Summer Nature Camps

Do you remember the joy of spending childhood summers outdoors? Register for
Heard Summer Nature Camps and share those wonderful moments and memories
with your child. The Heard’s mission is to inspire children to discover, enjoy,
experience, and restore our priceless environment.

Heard Summer Camps feature opportunities for children from north Texas and
beyond to delve into the wonders of nature on our 289-acre sanctuary, encounter
animal ambassadors, investigate nature-themed topics, and more. Studies have
shown that spending time outdoors is not only fun for our children, but also plays
an important role in many facets of child development.

Spots are limited and pre-registration is required for all Heard Summer Camps. Because the health and safety of our
campers and staff are a priority, we will implement recommended CDC guidelines as applicable. Visit our website for
more information and registration. Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.
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Link:https://www.heardmuseum.org/summer-nature-camps/

Date: 4/2/2021

For all media inquiries:
Stephanie Jennings
Marketing & Communications Director
sjennings@heardmuseum.org
972-562-5566

Wild and Scenic Film Festival Drive-In

Pines and Prairies Land Trust, a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner, presents the Wild
& Scenic Film Festival Drive-In! Join PPLT for an evening under the stars at Billig Ranch
to enjoy short films showcasing amazing stories of conservationists, ranchers and
adventurers across the country.

Attendees will watch the films on a large screen from the safety and comfort of their car or
lawn chairs. Arrive early to attend a small prairie tour and stay late if you wish to camp out
on the preserve.

* FREE DRINKS + BYOB
* Bring your own dinner or order a cheese plate at checkout
* Light concessions available
* Free tour of prairie restoration projects
* Camping on the ranch!
* Dog friendly

Link:https://pplt.org/wildandscenic

Date: 4/3/2021
Time: 4:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Cost: Car slots- $75, includes free drinks, Camping pass - $25 per car

For all media inquiries:
Courtney Young
Outreach Manager
courtney@pplt.org
512-308-1911

City Nature Challenge: Using iNaturalist

Are you interested in being a citizen scientist? The 2021 City Nature
Challenge (CNC) is Friday, April 30th to Monday, May 3rd and
volunteers are needed.

Join us online to learn how iNaturalist and the City Nature
Challenge contribute to conservation, and how you can participate.
You’ll be introduced to iNaturalist, the Texas Nature Trackers
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program and the ins and outs of the CNC. Download iNaturalist to your phone and create an account so you can
practice along.

Registration is required to be emailed the login information. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/using-inaturalist

Date: 4/3/2021
Time: 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Teresa Shumaker
Assoc. Director
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org
210-492-7472

2021 Hill Country Photo Contest

Submit a photo for the Hill Country Alliance's 2021 Photo Contest – “Solace and
Strength: Portraits of Resilience in the Texas Hill Country.”

The Hill Country Alliance’s 15th annual Hill Country photo contest is HAPPENING
NOW and this year’s theme is “Solace and Strength: Portraits of Resilience in the
Texas Hill Country.” Now through May 31st, we're accepting submissions from
photographers of all skill levels and styles that capture the tranquility, resilience, and
beauty of our region’s natural treasures. We particularly encourage photographers to
consider submitting shots that feature the diversity of the Hill Country, its people, and
its future. Hill Country Alliance is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:www.hillcountryalliance.org/PhotoContest

Date: 4/5/2021

For all media inquiries:
Leah Cuddeback
Online Outreach and Communications Manager
leah@hillcountryalliance.org
618-979-5223

EarthxFilm Festival

The 2021 film festival will be a hybrid virtual and in-person/drive-in presentation in Dallas. Celebrating its 5th year,
EarthxFilm will showcase films, augmented and virtual reality and emerging media that explore conservation,
climate change, and the environment while honoring the heroes working to protect the planet.

Filmmakers are competing for $20,000 in prize money and winners will be selected by juried
competition as well as audience determination. Awards also include the Earth Catalyst Award and
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Impact Award, both given to the subjects and causes that the winning films highlight or introduce
audiences to via their screenings at the film festival. EarthX is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

For a listing of films and information about drive-in screenings: https://earthx.org/film/.

Link:https://earthx.org/earthxtv/

Date: 4/16/2021 - 4/25/21

For all media inquiries:
Maureen Wiegert
maureen@allynmedia.com

Virtual Nature Talk: Wildflowers & Butterflies

Join us live on Facebook to hear Master Naturalist, Drake White discuss
how to create a successful butterfly and pollinator habitat. You’ll learn how
to attract different species of butterflies, as well as how to identify and
propagate the plants these critters need.

Drake White is the owner of Nectar Bar SA, a Master Naturalist, and is the
project manager of the Butterfly Learning Center at Phil Hardberger Park.

A Facebook account is not needed to watch this event. Registration is not
required. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/blc-wildflowers-butterflies

Date: 4/17/2021
Time: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Teresa Shumaker
Assoc. Director
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org
210-492-7472

Night Hike

Explore the thrilling sights, smells, and sounds of night with Heard Trail Guides.
Night hikers will be encouraged to sharpen their senses to be able to spot signs of
animal life and learn more about the inhabitants of the Heard.

Pre-registration is required and spots are limited. Learn more at our website.
Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

4

https://earthx.org/film/
https://earthx.org/earthxtv/
https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/blc-wildflowers-butterflies
mailto:tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org


Link:https://www.heardmuseum.org/night-hikes/

Date: 4/17/2021
Time: 7:30 PM
Cost: Member Rate: $12, non-member rate: $14

For all media inquiries:
Stephanie Jennings
Marketing & Communications Director
sjennings@heardmuseum.org
972-562-5566

Goldthwaite Earth Day Celebration

The Texas Botanical Gardens and pavilion will be the site for an Earth Day
Celebration! Join us as we highlight our pollinators by releasing ladybugs and offering
children's craft activities. We will kick off our "Fairy Door" Scavenger Hunt in the
Gardens-- children will have a fun time finding fifteen different fairy doors hidden in our
natural setting. The Jennie Trent Dew Library will have a book sale, Xanadu Lavender
Farm will have a booth as well as the Mills County Theater Group, The Courthouse
Quilters and the Friends of the Library. Local artists will provide music and local
restaurants will have lunch available for purchase. Texas Botanical Gardens & Native
American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:www.legacyplaza.org

Date: 4/17/2021
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Susan Lindsey
Director
325-648-2447

Saturday SEAM Series: Wild World of Weather

April showers bring May flowers...and fun SEAM labs too! Join us as we explore the
fun, and sometimes wild, weather Spring brings to South Texas. Students will create
tornado tubes, recycled rain sticks, puffy paint clouds, and put a cloud in a bottle!
Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.tickettailor.com/events/headwaters/484774

Date: 4/17/2021
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
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Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Strack
Assistant Manager
lstrack@nbutexas.com
830-608-8937

TxN Virtual Conservation Summit

The Conservation Summit is a unique annual
gathering hosted by Texan by Nature that
focuses on bringing conservation and business
leaders together for rich, impact-focused
dialogue and networking. The Summit’s
carefully selected panelists, representing both
industry and conservation, lay the foundation
for discussion by sharing success stories, best
practices, lessons learned, and more.

The 2020 Conservation Summit has been rescheduled for Tuesday, April 20, 2021. Attendees will hear from the six
2020 Conservation Wranglers, businesses, and organizations that are making BIG, positive impacts for Texas’
communities, the economy, and our diverse and beautiful natural resources. This Summit’s overarching theme is
The Future of Conservation. The April 20, 2021 event includes a FREE virtual option for attendees.

Link:https://texanbynature.org/symposium/conservation-summit/

Date: 4/20/2021
Time: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Taylor Keys
Taylor@texanbynature.org

GAME ON! At the Houston Zoo presented by TXU Energy

Puzzle your way through a BRAND NEW adults-only, escape room-style
experience, GAME ON! At the Houston Zoo presented by TXU Energy!
Find the clues, solve the puzzles, and save the day as themed game
prompts safely guide you through the outdoor areas of the Houston Zoo.
This experience will take place after-hours and food and beverage items
will be available for purchase.
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Important Information:
Adults 21+ only.
No one under 21 will be permitted to attend the experience.

First timed ticket entry at 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM. Last timed ticket entry at 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM. Zoo closes at 9:30 PM.
Entries will be limited in capacity and staggered in 30-minute intervals to accommodate social distancing.

For the safety of our staff, guests and animals, attendees are required to properly wear facial coverings that cover
their nose and mouth. Houston Zoo is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/events/game-on/

Date: 4/22/2021

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Wappler
PR Manager
lwappler@houstonzoo.org
713-533-6613

Planet911 Spring 2021 Youth Film Challenge Award Ceremony

Filmmakers ages 10 - 22 were invited to tell us what we should be doing to take better care of the
earth related to the Climate Crisis in a 50 second film answering one of two questions:

● How can we protect our natural resources and the rights of the world’s citizens to live
equitably?

● How do we build a more environmentally just world?

On the line is $7,500 in cash prizes for themselves, their school or organization. Matching impact grants
will also be awarded to organizations highlighted in the winning films.

The top 25 films will be screened and winners announced during the awards ceremony on
EarthxTV. EarthX is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://earthx.org/event/spring-2021-planet911-film-challenge-awards/

Date: 4/22/2021

For all media inquiries:
Maureen Wiegert
maureen@allynmedia.com
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Virtual Nature Walk: Wildflowers of Hardberger Park

Join us live on Facebook to learn from Master Naturalist, Jerry Morrisey as he
leads us around the trails in the park identifying and discussing wildflowers that
can be found.

A Facebook account is not needed to watch this event. Registration is not
required. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/4th-sat-wildflowers

Date: 4/24/2021
Time: 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Teresa Shumaker
Assoc. Director
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org
210-492-7472

3rd Annual Headwaters at the Comal Earth Day Celebration

Join us for the entire community celebrating our local natural resources. Explore our native
prairie restoration, stroll along the spring run and see where the Comal River begins,
participate in hands-on activities and scavenger hunts, and enjoy some time getting
connected with nature. We’ll also have take home kits and plant giveaways, so you can
celebrate Earth Day all year long in your own backyard! Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan
by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://headwatersatthecomal.org/earthday2021/

Date: 4/24/2021
Cost: Free

For all media inquiries:
Lauren Strack
Assistant Manager
lstrack@nbutexas.com
830-608-8937
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Spring Native Plant Sale

On April 24-25, 2021, the 32nd Annual Spring Plant Sale fundraising event
at Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary will feature a huge
selection of native plants, hard-to-find herbs and well-adapted plants.

There are a number of other benefits to using native plants in landscaping.
Using these plants that are naturally suited to Texas’ hydrologic issues is an
excellent way to reduce supplemental watering. Many of the native plant
species are also better suited to Texas’ climate and provide food sources
and habitat for many kinds of wildlife.

For over 30 years, veteran and novice gardeners alike have anticipated this
rare opportunity to purchase some of the best plants for North Central

Texas gardens and to obtain many rare plants. The Heard’s plant sale will also feature a selection of native
milkweed plants. Please see our website for the complete plant list (available soon) at
www.heardmuseum.org/plantsale. Guests are welcome to bring carts or wagons to facilitate their purchases.

The plant sale will be open to the public on April 24th from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM and April 25th from 1:00 PM - 5:00
PM. Museum admission is not required to attend the plant sale.

A Heard Museum Member Pre-Sale will be offered on April 23rd from 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM. The Member Pre-Sale is
open to Heard Museum members only; however, memberships will be available for purchase at the event or online
beforehand.

COVID-19 Safety Practices:
The Heard will require face masks that cover the nose and mouth for all visitors and employees when they are in an
area or while performing an activity which will necessarily involve close contact or proximity to other visitors (who
are not in your visiting group), Heard staff or any captive animals* at the Heard (including those on the outdoor
exhibit trail). We also ask that guests practice all other recommended safety practices, including maintaining social
distancing.

About Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary
The Heard was founded in 1967 by Bessie Heard. Miss Heard was 80 years old when she saw the need to preserve
a place where future generations could experience nature. Today, the Heard's mission of bringing nature and people
together to discover, enjoy, experience, restore, and preserve our priceless environment is carried out through
education, particularly of young people, which emphasizes an appreciation of nature and its conservation. Heard
Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://www.heardmuseum.org/plant-sale/

Date: 4/24/2021

For all media inquiries:
Stephanie Jennings
Marketing & Communications Director
sjennings@heardmuseum.org
972-562-5566
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Project WILD Workshop

Learn to share conservation with children! Professional Development for anyone
who works with children Project WILD invites you to explore and share the
fascinating world of wildlife and ecosystems using fun, hands-on educational
activities. You will experience engaging TEKS-aligned activities while networking
with other educators. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is a Texan by Nature
Conservation Partner.

Workshop participants receive:

● 6 hours TEA-approved CPE and TEEAC Credit
● Project WILD K-12 Curriculum book
● Texas-specific resources
● Additional supplies provided by Smart Family Literacy

● Anyone who works with children, including teachers, homeschoolers, informal educators, day care
providers, and scout leaders is welcome.

Online - In-person Hybrid Workshop!

● April 29th, 2021; 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Online via Zoom
● 2 hours independent field work
● May 8th, 2021; 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM In-person in the learning gardens of Smart Family Literacy
● Completion of all 6 hours are required for participants to receive their certificate and materials

Link:https://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/education/project-wild-workshop-5

Date: 4/24/2021
Cost: $50 Pre Registration required

For all media inquiries:
Amy Musick
Assistant Director
Smart Family Literacy
409-996-5399
musick@smartfamilyliteracy.org

EarthxE-Capital Summit 2021:Sustainability Investing

New Administration. New Opportunities.

The EarthxE-Capital Summit (Invitation-only virtual conference), cultivates and convenes private capital investors,
financiers, early-stage and established companies, industry thought leaders, key local and national policymakers,
incubators, accelerators and researchers to form partnerships catalyzing investment into environmental solutions.
EarthX is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.
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LEARN
Participate in discussions from investment, business, and policy leaders related to the greatest
sustainability investment opportunities.

PITCH
Early-stage climate tech companies will pitch investors for a chance to win up to $10,000.

CONNECT
Pre-screened companies and investors will be connected through virtual one-on-one meetings.

Investment Forum
An inclusive forum convening a diverse group of participants from the investment, business, and policy
communities to help raise awareness, educate, inspire, and catalyze action.

Link:https://earthx.org/conference/e-capital-summit/

Date: 4/28/2021 - 4/30/21

For all media inquiries:
Maureen Wiegert
maureen@allynmedia.com

Webinar - Partnerships in Litter Abatement: Regional Action Plans and Data Solutions

Join our friends at Partners in Litter Prevention (PLP) from the Houston-Galveston region to explore the
relationships they have cultivated, the Action Plan they have created, their Rapid Assessment “Take 2 for Texas”
bottle count method and get a sneak peek at the Texas Litter Database coming this summer! Keep Texas Beautiful
is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Link:https://ktb.org/get-involved/calendar-of-events/education/webinar-partnerships-in-litter-abatement-regional-acti
on-plans-and-data-solutions

Date: 4/29/2021
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

For all media inquiries:
Brianna Fuller
Communications Manager
brianna@ktb.org
512-961-5264

Ducks Unlimited Expo Slated for June 25-27, 2021 at Texas Motor Speedway

Ducks Unlimited is excited to announce the inaugural Ducks Unlimited Expo
(DUX), presented by Purina Pro Plan, will be taking place June 25th-27th,
2021 at Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas! This family friendly,
outdoor consumer show will have several interactive villages, exhibits,
demonstrations and educational seminars where attendees can see,
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experience and buy the latest in outdoor products. Ducks Unlimited is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.

Follow DU’s Twitter feed @DUNews1937 to get the most up-to-date news from Ducks Unlimited.

Link:duckexpo.com
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CONSERVATION NEWS

Annual Heard Plant Sale Fundraiser to Offer Milkweed and Other Native Plants

Organizations involved include Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife
Sanctuary, Native Plant Society of Texas Collin County Chapter and the Blackland
Prairie Master Naturalists.

Link:https://www.heardmuseum.org/plant-sale/

Axis Deer Project Wraps Up

Organizations involved include Hill Country Alliance and Texas Tech
University’s Department of Natural Resources Management.

Link:https://www.hillcountryalliance.org/axis-deer-project-wraps-up/

Katy Prairie Conservancy Unveils New 9 Natives Video - How to Plant a 9 Natives Garden

Organizations involved include Katy Prairie Conservancy and Garden Club
of Houston.

Link: https://www.katyprairie.org/9-natives.
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Local Groups Create a 9 Natives for Shade Gardens Guide - Creating Simple Gardens With
Native Prairie Plants

Organizations involved include Katy Prairie Conservancy, HNPAT, Clark Condon and The Nature Conservancy of
Texas.

Link: www.katyprairie.org/9-natives

Houston Zoo Now Home to Zebra Pair

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/double-the-stripes/

It's a Girl! Asian Elephant Gives Birth at the Houston Zoo

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/its-a-girl-asian-elephant/

Rehabilitated Sea Turtles from New England Released in Gulf of Mexico

Organizations involved include Texas A&M University at Galveston’s Gulf Center
for Sea Turtle Research & SEA LIFE Aquarium in Grapevine, Texas.

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/14-kemps-ridley-sea-turtles-released/
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Technical Assistance Available to Private Landowners in the Lower Colorado, Lower San
Bernard and Lower Brazos Watersheds

Organizations involved include National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, The Jacob
and Terese Hershey Foundation and The Wildlife Habitat Federation.

Link:https://www.whf-texas.org/technical-assistance
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