
 
January Conservation Round-Up 

Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 
 

CONSERVATION EVENTS 
Beginning-Intermediate Walk & Talk Bird Tour 

Join us as we go on a walking bird tour and learn about the birds who live at the Wetland! Meet the 
tour leaders at the Wetland Center. With migration here, it is the perfect time to learn the basics of 
birding. In this beginner to immediate class, you will learn how to use binoculars, field guides, keep a 
life-list, and what to look for when identifying birds. Enjoy a relaxing morning learning more about the 
fastest-growing spectator sport in America. Binoculars and Field guides are available for use. For 
questions contact the Wetland Center. John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html 
 
Date: 1/2/2021 
Time: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Cost: Free with $5 Admission; Members are Free.  
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
ldunn@wetland.com 
Education Manager 
972-474-9100

Grab-N-Go Nature Lesson Kits: Camouflage 

Stop by our tables to pick up a Grab-N-Go bag filled 
with activities to help you explore the park. This 
month's bag will include multiple activities to explore 
how animals use camouflage to hide in plain sight.  

There will also be Grab-N-Go kits available at the 
Saturday morning Greeter’s tables located at the 
Urban Ecology Center and Salado Outdoor Classroom. 
Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner. 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/grab-n-go-camo 
 
Date: 1/9/2021 
 
For all media inquiries: 
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Teresa Shumaker 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-492-7472 

Guided Boardwalk Tour 
 
What better way to enjoy the wetland than by getting into the wetland via our boardwalk. Join a 
Wetland Staff member for a guided walk and learn about the many cool things happening in the 
wetland. Learn about the mammals, birds, amphibians, and plants that call the wetland their home. 
Wear a hat, bring some insect repellent and a water bottle, and you will be off for an adventure. No 
reservations required! John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html 
 
Date: 1/16/2021 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
Cost: Free with $5 Admission; Members are Free.  
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
ldunn@wetland.com 
Education Manager 
972-474-9100 

Nature Talk: Growing Herbs for Attracting Pollinators 

Tune in to hear Ruby Zavala describe the best herbs to plant in 
your garden that will benefit pollinators and how to prepare your 
herbs for sachets.  

Registration is not needed to attend and a Facebook account is 
not required in order to watch. Phil Hardberger Park 
Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

 
 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/blc-herbs-for-pollinators 
 
Date: 1/16/2021 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Shumaker 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-492-7472 
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Virtual Nature Walk: Rocks, Soils, & Plant 

Tune in to hear Gary Poole talk about the role of underlying rocks in 
soil formation and soils in plant communities. The symbiotic 
relationship between the soil microfauna and plants will be explained. 
Gary Poole is the current president of AAMN, an accomplished 
former Middle School math/science teacher, and cave explorer who 
conducted his graduate work in Geology. Registration is required in 
order to be emailed the login information. Phil Hardberger Park 
Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/nature-walk-rocks-soil 
 
Date: 1/23/2021 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Shumaker 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-492-7472 

CONSERVATION NEWS  

Hip, Hippo Yay! Houston Zoo Welcomes Pygmy Hippo to the Family  

The Houston Zoo is thankful for a new member of the herd, 
as it welcomes a 450-pound male pygmy hippopotamus, 
Silas. The two-and-a-half-year-old hippo moved to Houston 
from Omaha, NE in September, and has spent the past few 
months getting to know his new home. On Monday, Nov. 
23, Silas made his public debut.  

Pygmy hippos are herbivores and eat only plants. Silas’ 
keepers feed him a diet of browse, grass, hay, vegetables, 
lettuce, and a high fiber nutritional pellet. Browse includes 

edible non-toxic plants and flowers that are grown on zoo grounds and provide additional nutrition 
and enrichment for the animals.  

While pygmy hippos may look like their cousin the common hippopotamus, they are much smaller by 
about 3,500 pounds. Pygmy hippos grow only to be about 500 pounds while hippos can be 4,000 
pounds. They have other differences, too. Hippos spend most of their time in rivers, and pygmy 
hippos spend much of their time on dry land. Pygmy hippos are less territorial than their larger 
counterparts as well. When their territory is encroached on by another pygmy hippo, the two are 
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more likely to ignore each other than fight, while the common hippo is known to be a ferocious 
defender of its territory.  

Pygmy hippos are solitary in nature and native to West African rainforests in the countries of Sierra 
Leone, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, and Liberia. People can do their part to save these incredible 
animals by recycling cell phones at the zoo. These devices contain a metal mined where pygmy 
hippos live, and recycling cell phones reduces the demand for new materials to be mined. In 2020, 
the Houston Zoo has recycled 762 devices.  

Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/hip-hippo-yay/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
Public Relations Manager 
713-533-6613 
 

 
120 Endangered Sea Turtles Fly to Texas for Medical Treatment and Care; 
Houston Zoo Animal Care Team Responsible for 20  

 
On Monday, Dec. 7, 120 sea turtles traveled south to Texas 
after being found on Cape Cod, Massachusetts beaches 
suffering from hypothermia and other complications in 
recent weeks. They will continue to receive treatment and 
care from seven facilities in Texas, including the Houston 
Zoo, and will be released into the Gulf of Mexico when they 
have recovered.  
 
Sea turtles are cold-blooded and rely on heat from their 
environment to maintain their body temperatures. When 
water temperatures drop rapidly, they become lethargic and 

are unable to swim due to the cold. Many of the turtles have pneumonia, and some have other 
medical conditions or injuries from being washed against rocks. They require expert care—but with 
so many turtles, the rehabilitation facilities are filling up in New England. And it’s only early 
December. The cold-stun season usually lasts until late December or early January.  
 
“We’ve already transported more than 200 turtles out of the state, so we are running out of options 
for long-term care. The Texas rehabilitation facilities have generously offered their assistance, which 
is a huge help to us. This transport was one of the largest ever,” says Kate Sampson, NOAA 
Fisheries sea turtle stranding and disentanglement coordinator for the Greater Atlantic Region. It’s 
her job to coordinate the safe placement of each sea turtle. “For an endangered species like Kemp’s 
ridley, it is important to save as many individuals as possible to contribute to the recovery of the 
species. We’re so grateful to all of the dedicated and caring people who make this effort happen.”  
 
On Monday morning, staff from NOAA Fisheries and the New England Aquarium helped load the 
turtles, each tucked into banana boxes with towels, onto a plane. For the flights, the turtles need to 
remain at temperatures of 70-75℉. Of the 120 turtles that made the journey, 118 are Kemp’s ridleys, 
one is a green sea turtle, and one appears to be a hybrid.  
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“We are thrilled that these critically endangered turtles were brought to Texas to receive care,” says 
Dr. Donna Shaver, Texas coordinator of the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network. “Kemp’s 
ridley nesting is limited to the beaches of the western Gulf of Mexico. Although most nests are laid 
on the beaches of Mexico, nesting also occurs in Texas, especially on the remote South Texas 
beaches of Padre Island National Seashore. Many of these young Kemp’s ridleys rescued from 
Massachusetts could eventually return here to nest. We documented one of these nestings at the 
National Seashore and on South Padre Island in 2009, after being found cold stunned in 
Massachusetts in 1999, rehabilitated, and released in 2003.”  
 
Castle Aviation and Jetstream Aviation Capital joined forces to donate a SAAB 340B turboprop 
aircraft to move these turtles.  
 
Pilots Michael Looby and William Gisler took off at 7:50 a.m. and landed in Galveston eight hours 
later. There, they unloaded 30 turtles, 10 to Texas A&M University at Galveston and 20 to the 
Houston Zoo Sea Turtle Hospital at NOAA’s Galveston Lab. Then, they flew to Port Isabel, where 
they unloaded 20 turtles headed to Sea Turtle Inc. After that, they stopped in Corpus Christi, where 
they unloaded 60 turtles, with 20 each going to The ARK, Texas SeaLife Center, and Texas State 
Aquarium. The final stop was Dallas, where Sea Life Grapevine picked up the remaining 10 turtles. 
The total transport time was 14 hours.   
 
After arriving at the seven facilities, each turtle received a physical exam, and all are said to be doing 
well. The goal is to release these turtles back into the Gulf of Mexico as soon as they are healthy 
enough to return.  
 
The Houston Zoo Sea Turtle Hospital keepers will be responsible for the daily care of the 19 Kemp’s 
ridleys and the single hybrid turtle. The Zoo’s veterinary team will oversee their treatments. The 
Houston Zoo’s medical team will also assist the Texas A&M University at Galveston team with 
veterinary care.  
 
NOAA Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service share responsibility for helping these 
endangered turtles recover. Kemp’s ridleys have been listed as endangered since 1970, and the 
population experienced a rapid and significant decline between the late 1940s and the mid-1980s. 
This dramatic decline resulted from intensive egg collection, the killing of nesting females,bycatch 
and drowning in the shrimp fleets of the U.S. and Mexico. Due to intensive conservation actions, 
Kemp's ridleys began to slowly rebound during the 1990s. However, an overall decline in nests was 
observed from 2009 through 2017, when the total documented nests reached near 25,000. At this 
time, it is unclear if future nesting will steadily and continuously increase, similar to what occurred 
from 1990-2009. It’s also possible that nesting will continue to exhibit ups and downs as recorded in 
the past 5 years. The most recent 5-year status review conducted by NOAA Fisheries and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service concluded that Kemp’s ridley remains in danger of extinction.  

Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/120-endangered-sea-turtles-fly-to-texas/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
Public Relations Manager 
713-533-6613 
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Howler Monkey Family Grows by One; Howler Monkey Born in South America’s 
Pantanal at the Houston Zoo 

There’s a new bundle of joy at the Houston Zoo just in 
time for the holidays. A baby howler monkey, named 
Marlie, was born on Nov. 17 to mom Charlie and dad 
Howie. Both mom and baby are healthy, and after 
spending time together bonding, they can now be seen 
with the rest of the howler monkey family in South 
America’s Pantanal.  

 Named for their vocalizations, howler monkeys are heard 
most often around sunrise. This “dawn chorus” 
announces the howlers’ position to avoid conflict with 

other groups. Their call can be heard more than three miles away. The dimorphic monkeys--males 
are black, females are gold--rarely come down from the trees they live in and use their strong 
prehensile tail as a fifth limb, allowing them greater versatility when climbing.  

The Houston Zoo provides support and training for education campaigns that reduce the hunting and 
trapping of howler monkeys in Colombia. They also provide support for planting trees in Colombia. 
These trees offer the necessary habitat howler monkeys need to survive in the wild.  

Simply by visiting the Houston Zoo, guests also help to save howler monkeys in the wild.  

Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/howler-monkey-family-grows-by-one/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
Public Relations Manager 
713-533-6613 
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