
 
December Conservation Round-Up 

Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 
 

CONSERVATION EVENTS 
Virtual Birding + Nature Hike at Nalle Bunny Run 

Tune in for a virtual visit to the beautiful Nalle Bunny 
Run Wildlife Preserve. Since April 2020, Hill Country 
Conservancy and Master Naturalist Mikael Behrens 
have worked together to capture some remarkable 
footage of the plants and animals found each month on 
Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife Preserve. 

 

Join us this #GivingTuesday as we take you on a tour to witness the environmental changes that 
happen throughout the year at Nalle Preserve. In addition to rewatching some of our favorite clips, 
we'll premiere never-before-seen footage from the past summer. You'll also get a behind-the-scenes 
look at what it takes to produce a virtual nature hike at Nalle Preserve. Hill Country Conservancy is a 
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

ABOUT NALLE BUNNY RUN WILDLIFE PRESERVE: 

The 35-acre Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife Preserve is not only an environmental treasure, but an 
important habitat restoration project situated on the banks of the Colorado River. The preserve was 
donated to Hill Country Conservancy in December 2000 by the Nalle Family who wished for years to 
preserve the beloved “Bunny Run” for the public to enjoy. The conservation management of this 
preserved Lake Austin waterfront and proximity to Austin make the Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife 
Preserve a visual and environmental masterpiece. 

Link:https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-birding-nature-hike-at-nalle-bunny-run-tickets-1255032606
31 
 
Date: 12/1/20 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carolyn Stephens 
Development and Marketing Specialist 
carolyn@hillcountryconservancy.org 
512-461-2063 
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TXU Energy Presents Zoo Lights Sparkles at the Houston Zoo 
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year–-the return of 
TXU Energy Presents Zoo Lights! From Nov. 14 to Jan. 
10 the Houston Zoo, a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner, is transformed into a magical winter 
spectacular, and one of Houston’s most well-loved 
holiday traditions. This year’s Zoo Lights event will 
feature timed tickets to allow for proper social distancing 
while enjoying the sights and sounds of the season, as 
well as increased cleaning and disinfecting to ensure a 
safe visit for all.  
 
 

During Zoo Lights, guests can sip their hot chocolate as earth-friendly LED lighting illuminates the 
ancient oak trees and decorates the paths to light the way. Guests have an opportunity to interact 
with Candy the Zoo Lights Zebra presented by H-E-B, get a selfie on a giant ice throne, and take a 
socially distanced photo with Santa as he prepares for the holidays in his workshop. Stroll through a 
125-foot-long, Infinity Tunnel of Light, see dragons come to life in the 4-D Enchanted Forest 
presented by King & Spalding LLP, and experience Winter Wonderland presented by Houston 
Methodist. Additional experiences like making s’mores are also available for purchase.  
 
During the nightly event, the Zoo animals settle down for their long winter’s nap, and the star 
attraction is the lights. To see the Zoo’s animals, guests are encouraged to visit during regular 
daytime hours.  
 
TXU Energy Presents Zoo Lights is a separately ticketed event, held daily from 5:30 – 10:30 p.m. 
with the last entry at 9:30 p.m. The Zoo closes for the day at 4:00 p.m. and re-opens as TXU Energy 
Presents Zoo Lights at 5:30 p.m. Tickets prices range from $12.90 - $29.95. Zoo Members save $3 
per ticket when they login into their membership account to buy tickets. For the best price, guests 
are encouraged to buy early.  
 
As with every Zoo visit, guests 10 years and older are required to wear proper face coverings. 
Tickets must be purchased online prior to attending Zoo Lights.  
 
For more information, including nights of operation, and to purchase tickets, visit 
www.HoustonZoo.org/zoolights.  
 
LED Lights Help Wildlife  
 
The Houston Zoo saves wildlife by only using energy-saving LED lights during TXU Energy Presents 
Zoo Lights. The LED lights are using 85% less power than incandescent lights, allowing the Houston 
Zoo to conserve lots of energy.  
 
Tons of holiday lights end up in landfills which spill over into animals’ natural homes. To help cut 
down on this waste, the Houston Zoo has recycled 20,019 pounds of holiday lights to date. Everyone 
can save wildlife by recycling broken or old holiday lights at the Houston Zoo throughout Zoo Lights. 
From Nov. 14 –Jan. 10 guests can bring in unwanted strings of holiday lights to help protect wildlife. 
Save money on electricity bills and save wildlife by using LED lights at home.  
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Specialty Nights  
 
Sensory Friendly Night  
Mon., Dec. 7  
On this Zoo Lights night, guests can expect a smaller crowd, quieter music, limited flashing lights, 
and designated quiet areas.  
 
TXU Energy presents Zoo Lights: VIP Experience  
Sat., Dec. 19 and Dec. 26  
See the animals at the Zoo during the day and get early access to Zoo Lights. VIP ticket holders 
receive daytime Zoo admission, a complimentary meal at Cypress Circle Café, and exclusive access 
to Zoo Lights before the public.  
 
Additional Specialty Nights  
Military, First Responders, and Educators are all eligible for a $3 discount off admission. Qualified 
guests will use a special discount code when purchasing tickets online, and they will need to present 
their professional ID at the gate.  
 
Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/events/zoolights/ 
 
Date: 12/1/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
Public Relations Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 

The Digital Now for Natural Resource Professionals 

Online is now firmly front and center for most of our organizations and 
agencies. If you’ve been battling the ramifications, or embracing them, 
you may still have some questions about how natural resources can 
compete better with other online content. Things have changed 
dramatically in design, writing standards and searchability. In addition, 
smart devices have outsold desktops significantly in the last 10 years. 
What does that mean to those in outreach and education? Texas 
Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/engaging-educating/texas-watershed-planning/workshop-sched
ule/2020/december/the-digital-now-for-natural-resource-professionals-online-in-the-21st-century/ 
 
Date: 12/1/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Nathan Glavy  
Extension Program Specialist 
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nathan.glavy@ag.tamu.edu 
(979) 458-5915 

Evening of Lights 
 
Enjoy a different view of the Comal Springs during this festive evening. 
Headwaters at the Comal, a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner, 
will be open for self-guided twilight touring. Follow Luminaria lit paths 
to the springs and enjoy some quiet time in nature. Entry is timed in 
order to limit the number of visitors on-site at one time, allowing for 
social distancing, but also a quieter experience at the Springs. 
 
 
 
 

Link: https://buytickets.at/headwaters/448450 
 
Date: 12/4/20 - 12/5/20 
Time: 6:00PM - 9:00PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

Beginning-Intermediate Walk & Talk Bird Tour 
 
Beginner-Intermediate: This program will be canceled if it is raining on the day of the event. John 
Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
 
Link: https://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html 
 
Date: 12/5/20 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Time: 7:00AM - 9:00AM 
Cost: Free with $5 admission, Members Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
lindadunn@wetlandcenter.com 
Linda Dunn Education 
Manager 
972-474-9100 
 
 
 

Zip Line Day 
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During our Zip Line Days, guests climb a 23-ft. tree to our zip platform then proceeds to a 487-ft. zip 
line. Purchase one ticket ($12 each) for each time you would like to travel down the zip line. 
Pre-registration is required. Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/ropescourse 
 
Date: 12/5/20 
 
 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
9725625566 

Middle School Nature Exploration: Leaves 
 
From your respective homes, virtually join Park Educator Catherine 
Quigley in leaf investigation and collect, compare, and contrast the leaves 
everyone gathers! Participation is encouraged, so grab your mobile 
devices and tune in! Registration is required to receive the login 
information for the talk. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner. 
 
 
 
 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/middle-school-leaves 
 
Date: 12/7/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Shumaker 
Associate Director 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-4927472 
 

Texas Riparian & Stream Ecosystem Online Training - San Antonio Area 
Watersheds 

 
This two-part online workshop will feature a virtual training on the 
nature and function of stream and riparian zones and their benefits to 
be viewed at the participants’ leisure before the December 8th virtual 
meeting. The December 8th meeting will include a discussion with 
course instructors and local watershed coordinators. The online 
education program will cover an introduction to riparian principles, 
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watershed processes, basic hydrology, erosion/deposition principles, and riparian vegetation, as well 
as potential causes of degradation and possible resulting impairment(s), and available local 
resources including technical assistance and tools that can be employed to prevent and/or resolve 
degradation. This event is being co-hosted by the San Antonio River Authority, the AgriLife 
Extension Office in Bexar County, the Texas Riparian Association, and the Texas Water Resources 
Institute, a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
 
Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/engaging-educating/texas-riparian-stream-ecosystem-education
-program/trainings/2020/december/texas-riparian-stream-ecosystem-online-training-san-antonio-are
a-watersheds/ 
 
Date: 12/8/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Clare Entwistle 
Escamilla Research Specialist 
clare.entwistle@ag.tamu.edu 
(210) 277-0290 x205 

Webinar: How to survive and Thrive Paddling  in  Cold Weather 
 
Many people assume that there is no good paddling in the 
winter, that all kayaks and canoes should get packed away 
once the thermometer drops. I am sure the Eskimos would find 
that very amusing. The fact is that some of the best paddling 
adventures happen in the winter-- especially here in 
Texas--when there is actually water in the rivers and lakes and 
you are not being baked by the Texas sun. But to truly enjoy 
winter paddling you need to know what gear to use and some 
important safety tips. Dale Harris, President of the Dallas 
Downriver Club and Teresa Patterson, ACA Instructor and 

Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager, will share their knowledge and insights about how to gear up and 
how to stay safe to enjoy winter weather paddling so you can truly enjoy the water year round. The 
webinar will cover safety tips, wetsuits vs drysuits, which boats are best for winter paddling, ect. If 
you have something you would like us to cover, let us know and we will try to include it. 
 
Link: https://www.meetup.com/DFWPaddlesports/events/274726517/, 
https://www.facebook.com/trinityrivercoalition/live/ 
 
Date: 12/9/20 
Time: 4:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214 478-7856 
 

 
Texan by Nature FREE Virtual Conservation Series 
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REGISTER NOW for Texan by Nature’s FREE Virtual 
Conservation Series being held December 10, February 10, 
and March 10 from 12-1 PM. TxN takes a project based 
approach, learning from previous Conservation Wrangler 
projects, featuring dialogue around future needs and 
potential replication. Join the conversation! The second 
installment of the series on December 10 will focus on 
collaborative conservation. Collaboration yields innovation 
and returns that positively shape our resources, health, and 
economy far into the future. Collaborative conservation 
spanning business, landowners, communities, and natural 
resource organizations yields positive results. 
 

Speakers include the following: 
 

● Grassland Restoration Incentive Program – Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture 
● Friends of Lake Livingston 
● Texas Prairie Wetlands Project – Ducks Unlimited 

 
Link: https://bit.ly/TxNVirtualSeries  
 
Date: 12/10/20 
 
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Taylor Keys  
taylor@texanbynature.org 
 

Grab-N-Go Nature Lesson: Leaves 
 
Families are encouraged to stop by to pick up Grab-N-Go 
Nature Lessons at our table in the Nature Play Area. These 
bags include activities perfect for families to use to explore 
the park together. Pick up yours and make a morning out of 
it! Supplies are limited. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is 
a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
 
 
 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/grab-n-go-nature-lesson-leaves 
 
Date: 12/12/20 
Time: 9:00AM - 11:00AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
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Teresa Shumaker 
Associate Director 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-4927472 

Trinity River Audubon Center Second Saturday Guided Hike 
 

Join Audubon Texas, a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner, for their 
Second Saturday Guided Hike. 

 
 
 
 
 

Link: https://trinityriver.audubon.org/events/second-saturday-guided-hike-1 
 
Date: 12/12/20 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Shelly White 
Center Director 
shelly.white@audubon.org 
214-389-5810 

Night Hike 
 
Explore the thrilling sights, smells, and sounds of night with 
Heard Trail Guides. Night hikers will be encouraged to 
sharpen their senses to be able to spot signs of animal life and 
learn more about the inhabitants of the Heard. Pre-registration 
is required. Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/nighthikes 
 
Date: 12/12/20 

 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
9725625566 

Get that Pond Growing with “Slow” and “Fast” Native Wetland Species 
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The Texas Gulf Coast is blessed with a great variety of freshwater wetland species. Whether you’ve 
been dreaming of creating a small backyard pond or you have a large landscape to restore, your 
success depends on knowing how the aquatic plants will grow and establish. Learn which native 
wetland species will spread quickly to help block exotic invasives, and which ones grow in more 
gradually, keeping a small footprint while adding diversity. Native Plant Society of Texas is a Texan 
by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
 
 
Link: https://uhcl.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYvce6ppz0rHtyXDNuhHD7riXQAz3EUIDCP 
 
Date: 12/14/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Debbie Bush 
Publicity Chair 
bush@uhcl.edu 
8322652225

Trinity River Audubon Center Bird Walk 
 
Bird Walks are BACK! Join us for a monthly bird walk and 
enjoy the grounds and our amazing feathered friends. 
Entry to the center is included in your ticket price. 

Due to Covid-19, please see our guidelines: For your 
safety and ours, please wear a mask. Audubon is unable to 
provide binoculars at this time. Please bring your own. We 
are limiting this walk to 10 people. You must be registered 
in advance to attend. The Center's building will not be open 
to guests at this time.  

We appreciate your adherence to these guidelines and we look forward to seeing you outside!  
Audubon Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Link: https://trinityriver.audubon.org/events/morning-bird-walk-1 
 
Date: 12/19/20 
Time: 7:30AM - 8:15AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Shelly White 
Center Director 
shelly.white@audubon.org 
214-309-5810

Art in the Park: Winter Crafts 
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Tune in to watch Park Educator Catherine Quigley as she shares family 
activities that celebrate winter by providing shelter for winter birds, foraging 
for nature supplies together, and creating beautiful pieces of art with the 
found items. Registration is required to receive the login information for the 
talk. Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 
 
 
 

Link: https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/calendar-events/art-in-park-winter-craft. 
 
Date: 12/19/20 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Shumaker 
Associate Director 
tshumaker@philhardbergerpark.org 
210-4927472

Saturday SEAM Series: Christmas Chemistry 

These labs have all the fun of the holiday 
season, and little elves will learn at the 
same time by exploring how molecules react 
to one another, how heat affects molecules, 
and how to melt candy canes! Headwaters 
at the Comal is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 

 
 

Link: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/headwaters/417517 
 
Date: 12/19/20 
Time: 10:00AM - 11:00AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 
 

Day after Christmas Urban Paddle 
 
The Dallas Down River Club and Trinity Coalition invite 
you to a Day After Christmas "Urban Paddle'' event. We 
will meet at the brand new Trinity Fork Park Canoe 
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Launch (Formerly known as the Hebron Parkway Launch) on the Elm Fork of the Trinity River in 
Lewisville, and then paddle down to McInnish Park. This trip is ~5.5 miles. 
 
A limited number of spaces are available, and rental boats are available from Adventures Unlimited 
Paddling: https://www.adventuresunlimitedpaddling.com/shop/tour-joe-pool-paddling-trail 
If you need a boat you must pre reserve it before Christmas. 
 
Please bring a picnic lunch, folding chairs or picnic blanket, sunscreen, drinking water, and a life 
jacket. (Life jackets are provided with rental boats). The Dallas Downriver Club will fire up a couple 
of charcoal grills for those wanting to grill something. This should be an easy trip, and it is ideal for 
families with children or paddlers wanting to have a leisurely paddle on a Saturday morning. This trip 
is open to the general public - not just DDRC members. 
 
Directions: Go north or south on IH 35E to the Hebron Parkway exit, and then go EAST on Hebron 
Parkway about one half mile. The entrance to Trinity Fork Park will be on the right side before you 
cross the river. 
 
Bring boats that are suitable for flatwater, PFD's (lifejackets), paddles (a spare is recommended), a 
whistle, throw bag, clothing for warm, dry conditions, camp chair, plate(s), flatware, drinking cup and 
some food item to share for the joint lunch. A small cooler for drinks may be carried in your boat, if 
desired. 
 
Bring plenty of beverages, but  - NO GLASS OR FOAM POLYSTYRENE STYROFOAM 
CONTAINERS! We must protect the river. Trinity Coalition is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 
 
Link: https://www.meetup.com/DFWPaddlesports/events/274725504/ 
 
Date: 12/26/20 
Time: 10:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Dale Harris 
Trinity Coalition Paddle Trail Chair 
dale_harris@sbcglobal.net 
972-814-2633 
 
 
 

Winter Mini Camps 

Looking for something fun for your kids to do during the winter break? Each 
mini-camp explores a different topic and includes indoor and outdoor 
activities. Some even have a take-home project! Pre-registration is required 
and spots are limited. This year, we will offer mini-camps for kids in Pre-K 
through 6th grades. December 28-30. Heard Natural Science Museum and 
Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/winter-mini 
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Date: 12/28/20 
 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
9725625566 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS  

Houston Zoo Opens Newly Renovated Orangutan Habitat 

The Houston Zoo unveils the most recent--and final--project 
in the Heart of the Zoo portion of its master plan, an 
enhanced orangutan habitat. Now open to the public, the 
renovated space provides enhanced climbing structures 
and enrichment opportunities for the orangutans, as well as 
increased shaded areas for the animals. The Houston Zoo 
is home to four orangutans: Rudi (43), Kelly (40), Cheyenne 
(48) and her daughter Aurora (9). Orangutans are the only 
great ape species that is primarily arboreal, meaning they 
spend most of their time in trees. They are semi-solitary 
animals by nature, so guests are likely to see one or two 
orangutans at one time enjoying their new space. Aurora, 

the youngest and most agile of the group, can be seen playing in all the high places most of the 
time. The renovations also include an enlarged moat and a private beach for 25 endangered Asian 
turtles including yellow-headed temple turtles, Malaysian giant pond turtles, Fly River turtles and 
painted river terrapins.  

Guests can visit the orangutans in the Wortham World of Primates. They will follow a one-way path 
to allow for proper social distancing. Every visit to the Houston Zoo to see the orangutans helps save 
them in the wild. In 2020, the Zoo provided funds to replant more than 150,000 trees in palm oil 
plantations to save orangutans and their habitat in Borneo.  

As with all Zoo visits, guests 10 years and older are required to wear proper face coverings at all 
times. Tickets must be purchased online prior to visiting the Zoo. For more information, visit 
HoustonZoo.org.  

Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
Public Relations Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 
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Defend your Drains this holiday season 

If you plan to spend extra time in the kitchen, do not forget to show your drains some love too. Some 
of the recipes you plan to whip up may leave behind an excess of fats, oils and greases (FOG), and 
they should not end up in your drains. FOG does not travel through pipes and drains as effectively 
as water. In fact, large buildups can cause blockages that can lead to a huge mess. 

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/defend_your_drains_thi
s_holiday_season 

For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 594-5510 

Increasing Public Safety for San Lorenzo Residents 

With the monsoon season behind us, El Paso Water is moving forward with improvements to the 
stormwater system to be ready for next year’s rainstorms. 

The San Lorenzo Stormwater and Wastewater Improvement Project will remove an old and 
deteriorating stormwater pipe along San Lorenzo Drive and replace it with a newer, more durable 
pipe. A wastewater line that conflicts with the alignment of the stormwater system will also be 
replaced. The project will begin in November and is on track to be completed in Spring 2021. 

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/increasing_public_safet
y_for_san_lorenzo_residents 

For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 594-5510 

Revamped float ready for virtual parade 

Upholding traditions are especially important during a pandemic, Instrumentation Control Technician 
Chris Juarez and his work crew acknowledged. That’s why they can’t wait to debut El Paso Water’s 
revamped Water Wars float in the virtual Sun Bowl parade on Thanksgiving morning. 
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Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/revamped_float_ready_
for_virtual_parade 

For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 594-5510 
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