
 

September Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS 
Summer Sunsets at Headwaters at the Comal 

Wind down and destress at the end of the day by enjoying the 
sunset in the calm and quiet of Headwaters at the Comal. We are 
open in the evenings for small, pre-scheduled groups to walk the 
grounds, explore, or sit and enjoy nature in our open-air pavilion. 
Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 

Link:https://headwatersatthecomal.com/the-headwaters/programs/ 
 
Date: 9/1 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 
 

 
Sandy Creek and Wolf Creek TMDL and I-Plan Meeting 

 
This online stakeholder meeting will overview development of total 
maximum daily loads and implementation plans in Sandy Creek 
and Wolf Creek, discuss the formation of a coordination 
committee, and provide an overview of the technical support 
document for Sandy Creek and Wolf Creek. Texas Water Resources 
Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
 
 
 

 
Date: 9/1 
Time: 2:00 PM 
 

https://headwatersatthecomal.com/the-headwaters/programs/
mailto:lstrack@nbutexas.com


Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/restoring-protecting/neches-river-basin/lower-neches-river-basi
n-tributaries/meetings/2020/september/sandy-creek-and-wolf-creek-tmdl-and-i-plan-meeting/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
michael.schramm@ag.tamu.edu 
twri@tamu.edu 
 

 

Corn Moon Full Moon Paddle Adventure 

Join Trinity Coalition and Adventures Unlimited Paddling Co. for a FULL 
MOON Urban PADDLE as we celebrate the CORN MOON on the Trinity River 
in Fort Worth. Celebrate the last days of Summer on the Trinity River 
Paddle Trail and enjoy city lights and the glory of the full moon all while 
social distancing. 

We will paddle down past Panther Island, take a break at the beach to 
watch the SUNSET, then turn upstream at the confluence of the Clear Fork 
and the West Fork. We will get to see the full moon over the city as well as 
the city lights from the river. This is a relaxed, beginner-friendly trip of 
about 5 miles. 

Rentals: include boat, PFD, lights, and guide. $45 per person. To reserve a boat you MUST Prepay 
using the link: http://www.adventuresunlimitedpaddling.com/shop/full-moon-paddle. 

Tandems (2 person boat or canoe) is only available to people living in the same household. There 
are a limited number of rental boats available so prepayment is necessary to reserve a boat using 
the link above. 

We have a limited number of slots for people with their own equipment. If you have your own 
equipment we only request a donation to Trinity Coalition. Lights available for $5 rental (required 
bright white light on the stern that can be easily seen, red and green illumination on the bow. Bow 
lights can even be glow sticks, red on the left and green on the right). PFDs required. 

Coronavirus precautions: Face mask required during launch and landing (you can take them off on 
the water, just stay 6 ft distant from other boats not from your household). Disinfectant spray and 
hand sanitizer will be available. All rental equipment will be pre-sanitized. Bring water, snacks, 
clothes, and shoes that can get wet. 

Contact: You must leave a phone number when you RSVP for contact in case of weather 
cancellations. Call Teresa Patterson with any questions or comments at 214-478-7856. Trinity 
Coalition is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://trinitycoalition.org/events/corn-moon-full-moon-paddle-adventure 
 
Date: 9/2 

https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/restoring-protecting/neches-river-basin/lower-neches-river-basin-tributaries/meetings/2020/september/sandy-creek-and-wolf-creek-tmdl-and-i-plan-meeting/
https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/restoring-protecting/neches-river-basin/lower-neches-river-basin-tributaries/meetings/2020/september/sandy-creek-and-wolf-creek-tmdl-and-i-plan-meeting/
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Time: Meet at Trinity Park at 6:30 PM, launch at approx 7:00 PM by the double drop and the Tilley 
Memorial FootBridge. The return time is 10-10:30 PM. 
Location: 3714 River Drive. Parking is at 2500 River Drive, Fort Worth, TX. Enter Trinity Park north of I 
30 off of University. Parking is allowed on the right side of River Drive near the launch. 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214-478-7856 

 
Rainwater Harvesting and Turf Management Online Training - September 3 

 
The free Healthy Lawns, Healthy Waters workshop on 
residential rainwater harvesting and turf management will be 
held online with a half-hour lunch on September 3. Register 
to receive workshop updates, instructions to join the online 
meeting and materials related to the workshop via email. 
Texas Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 
 

Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2020/september/rainwater-harvesting-and-turf-management-
online-training-september-3/ 
 
Date: 9/3 
Time: 10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
John Smith 
979-204-0573 
johnwsmith@tamu.edu 
 

 

Nature Hours at Headwaters at the Comal 

Take a break from daily stresses to relax and restore yourself 
at the Headwaters. We are open for small, pre-scheduled 
groups to walk the grounds, explore, or sit and enjoy nature in 
our open-air pavilion. Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
 
 

Link:https://headwatersatthecomal.com/the-headwaters/programs/ 
 
Date: 9/5 
 

mailto:Teresa@trinitycoalition.org
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For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 
 

 
Dinosaurs Live! Life-Size Animatronic Dinosaurs 

 
Get outside and let your imagination run wild as you travel 
back in time along a half-mile nature trail with ten life-size 
animatronic dinosaurs. From September 5, 2020, through 
February 15, 2021, the 15th Annual Dinosaurs Live! 
Life-Size Animatronic Dinosaurs exhibit at Heard Natural 
Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney, Texas 
will feature ten moving and roaring animatronic dinosaurs, 
providing an experience sure to captivate visitors. The 
exhibit features the infamous Tyrannosaurus Rex, a 
spitting Dilophosaurus, an Acrocanthosaurus, an 
Allosaurus, a Brachiosaurus, a Diabloceratops, A 

Megalosaurus, two Stegocerases, a Therizinosaurus, and a Utahraptor. You will also learn interesting 
facts about both herbivorous and carnivorous dinosaurs. 
 
Children and the young at heart will also have the opportunity to play on stationary baby dinosaurs, a 
have a photo-op Tyrannosaurus rex and a Pachyrhinosaurus. This year’s exhibit will also include an 
outdoor Hadrosaur fossil dig to inspire future paleontologists. The Dinosaurs Live! exhibit trail is 
jogging and stroller friendly (umbrella strollers are not recommended), giving families and friends a 
unique, exciting, and educational activity to experience together. Dinosaurs Live! is sponsored by 
NBC5. This exhibit is included in general admission and free for Heard Museum Members. Heard 
Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
 
About Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary 
Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary is comprised of an indoor museum as well as a 
289-acre nature preserve with over 6 miles of nature trails, allowing visitors to connect with nature 
while social distancing.* The Heard is a private 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing 
nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, restore, and preserve our priceless 
environment. The Heard was founded in 1967 by Bessie Heard at the age of 80. In a time when the 
rate of expansion of the Metroplex was slower than today, she foresaw the need to preserve a place 
where future generations could experience nature. Today, the Heard's mission of bringing nature and 
people together is carried out through education, particularly of young people, which emphasizes an 
appreciation of nature and its conservation.  For more information, visit www.heardmuseum.org. 
 
*Note Regarding COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary will require face masks that cover the nose and 
mouth for all visitors and employees when they are in an area or while performing an activity which 
will necessarily involve close contact or proximity to other visitors (who are not in your visiting 
group) or Heard staff. This guideline applies in both indoor spaces as well as those as outdoors 
including, but not limited to, the Dinosaurs Live! exhibit trail and picnic areas. Guests are also 
encouraged to maintain social distancing from visitors from other households. Additional 

mailto:lstrack@nbutexas.com
http://www.heardmuseum.org/


information about our COVID-19 policies and other related information is available here: 
www.heardmuseum.org/specialnote.  
 
Link:https://www.heardmuseum.org/dinosaurslive 
 
Date: 9/5 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
 

 

DIY Rain Barrel Class (VIRTUAL) 

This VIRTUAL program covers the basics and benefits of rainwater 
harvesting and the effects stormwater has on the environment. 
Participants will learn how to collect and utilize rainwater at home 
and have the opportunity to purchase their very own 55-gallon rain 
barrel. Rain barrels are recycled food-grade containers and are 
roughly 24" wide by 36" tall. 

This class will be held VIRTUALLY on Microsoft Teams on 
Tuesday, September 8th at 6:00 PM. Our staff horticulturalists and 
water resource professionals will be online taking and answering 
your questions. Don’t worry if you cannot watch it live, as the link 
will be available for 30 days. We will be posting the video on our 

Water University website and our Water University YouTube page for you to watch later or for your 
review. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Services is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/ 
 
Date: 9/8 
Time: 6:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Daniel Cunningham 
Horticulturist 
Daniel.Cunningham@ag.tamu.edu 
214-808-3256 
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John  Bunker Sands Wetland Center Wednesday Home School 

Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 Home School Registration: Join us for our 2020/2021 home school 
academic year. Classes meet the second Wednesday of the month, September - May. Students enjoy 
a different topic every month, keep a science journal, learn to take notes, and most of all, participate 
in hands-on, outdoor activities. All classes have an indoor and outdoor component. Classes are for 
ages 6+. Below are the dates along with the topic for the day: 

Fall Session: September 9 - Architecture in Nature: Amazing Builders of the Wetland 

In order to follow social spacing guidelines, space will be limited to 15 students and only one adult 
will be able to accompany the children to the class. Payment is due prior to the beginning of each 
session. 

Details About Classes: 

Time of Classes: 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Cost of Classes: Each class costs $9.00/child 

Payment: Check, Cash, Credit Card, Money Order  

What to Bring/Wear: Bug spray, closed-toed shoes, and picnic lunch to enjoy after the program. 

We realize you may need to bring younger siblings with you. We accommodate the age range of 
those registered.  It is the responsibility of the parent to keep the younger siblings occupied during 
class to prevent any disruption. John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 

For more information, contact Carol Garrison at 972-474-9100 or email 
cgarrison@wetlandcenter.com   

Link:http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=vhd5ll7ab&oeidk=a07eh8owz505ddea9d
6 
 
Date: September-May 
Time: 10:00-11:30 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 

 

mailto:cgarrison@wetlandcenter.com
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Made for the Shade: Shade Gardening - VIRTUAL 

Are your trees throwing shade? Does your 
landscape have problem areas where nothing 
seems to grow? Do you have mature trees and 
areas where your turf is receding? Don’t accept 
being shaded out! Learn about the many native 
and adapted plants that not only survive but 
thrive in shadier spots along with tips and tricks 
to create beautiful shade gardens that beat the 
Texas heat. We’ll also cover gardening under 
mature trees as well as turf alternatives and 
hardscape options for low light areas. 

This class will be presented virtually via Microsoft Teams. Please register below for this FREE class 
and the link will be emailed to you. Please make sure your email is correct! Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Services is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

We look forward to "seeing" you soon! 

Link:https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-10-2020-made-for-the-shade-shade-
gardening-virtual/ 
 
Date: 9/10 
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Cost: Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Daniel Cunningham 
Horticulturist 
Daniel.Cunningham@ag.tamu.edu 
214-808-3256 
 

 

Pots in Small Spots: Container Gardening - VIRTUAL 

Gardening in containers is a great way to grow your 
horticulture skills! If you have a small yard or patio that 
needs a pop of ornamental color, are frustrated with the 
poor soils on your property, or just simply don’t have the 
space to grow your fruits and veggies, then give container 
gardening a try. This course is such a fun way to put the 

https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-10-2020-made-for-the-shade-shade-gardening-virtual/
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Spiller, Filler, and Thriller back in your life and your landscape. You won’t be able to contain yourself! 

This class will be presented virtually via Microsoft Teams. Please register below for this FREE class 
and the link will be emailed to you. Please make sure your email is correct. Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Services is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

We look forward to "seeing" you soon! 

Link:https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-15-2020-pots-in-small-spots-contain
er-gardening-virtual/ 
 
Date: 9/15 
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Cost: Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Daniel Cunningham 
Horticulturist 
Daniel.Cunningham@ag.tamu.edu 
214-808-3256 

Texas Nature Trivia 

Join us for Texas Land Conservancy’s Online Texas Nature Trivia! From 
the pecan tree to the armadillo, we’ll trivia-lize it all. Focusing on all things 
nature, individuals will compete with their fellow Texas nature lovers 
ONLINE for the top spot on the leaderboard. Online and free to everyone, 
our North Texas Giving Day edition of Texas Nature Trivia will feature 
rounds from the Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary and 
the Dallas Zoo. Registration required. Texas Land Conservancy is a Texan 
by Nature Conservation Partner. 

 

Link: https://texaslandconservancy.org/texas-nature-trivia-online/ 

Date: 9/15 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Maren McLaughlin-Klotz 
Development and Communications Director 
maren@texaslandconservancy.org 
512-301-6363 
 
 
 

https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-15-2020-pots-in-small-spots-container-gardening-virtual/
https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-15-2020-pots-in-small-spots-container-gardening-virtual/
https://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/events/2020/september-15-2020-pots-in-small-spots-container-gardening-virtual/
mailto:Daniel.Cunningham@ag.tamu.edu
https://texaslandconservancy.org/texas-nature-trivia-online/
mailto:maren@texaslandconservancy.org


 
 

The Big Bend Seminar Series on Energy Development 

Residents of West Texas are invited to attend a FREE 
seminar that will explore development by design, where 
energy and conservation meet. Seminar attendees will 
hear from subject matter experts Joseph Kiesecker with 
The Nature Conservancy and Melinda Taylor from the 
University of Texas. The seminar, which was originally 
scheduled in March, was postponed due to COVID-19 
concerns. The Sept. 16 event will be presented via 
webinar. 

This seminar is sponsored in part by the Respect Big Bend Coalition, The Cynthia and George 
Mitchell Foundation, Permian Basin Area Foundation, The Meadows Foundation, Still Water 
Foundation, and the Borderlands Research Institute at Sul Ross State University. Respect Big Bend is 
a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://respectbigbend.org/events/development-by-design 
 
Date: 9/16 
Time: 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Destiny Locke 
Engagement Coordinator 
destiny.locke@sulross.edu 
432-837-8092 
 

 

Virtual Walk-and-Talk and Happy Hour on the Violet Crown Trail at 290 

Hill Country Conservancy invites you to join us for a virtual Walk 
& Talk AND Happy Hour on the Violet Crown Trail! Tune in on 
Zoom while we enjoy the serenity of the trail and the joy of 
cocktails at the same time! Through this platform, you will be 
able to ask Hill Country Conservancy staff all of your questions 
about the trail, conservation, or life in Austin in general while we 
toast to nature together. We will see you on the trail! 

On this Virtual Walk-and-Talk, Hill Country Conservancy staff will 
take you on a virtual tour of the 290 section of the Violet Crown 
Trail. Walking from the urban area of Brodie Lane deep into 
Gaines Creek, the trees get thicker, and the street noises dim, 

https://respectbigbend.org/events/development-by-design
mailto:destiny.locke@sulross.edu


creating a tranquil and beautiful atmosphere as we walk in the woods. Hill Country Conservancy is a 
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-walk-and-talk-and-happy-hour-on-the-violet-crown-trail-at-
290-tickets-118063754869 
 
Date: 9/17 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carolyn Stephens 
Development and Marketing Specialist 
Carolyn@hillcountryconservancy.org 
(512) 461-2063 
 

Novel Citrus Management for Sustainable Water Use: Online Webinar 
 
This free online producer program will discuss water 
management and planting designs for citrus orchards and 
the pest management implications of these practices. 
Event log-in details will be sent via email to registered 
participants only. Texas Water Resources Institute is a 
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
 

Linkhttps://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2020/september/novel-citrus-management-for-sustainable-wa
ter-use-online-webinar/ 
 
Date: 9/17 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
lfgregory@ag.tamu.edu 
twri@tamu.edu 
 

 

Before the Smores Evening Events 

Ever heard about the sea that once covered the Great State of Texas? Unearth Texas’s history as we 
learn about basic geological events that created some of the unique formations we see today. 
Principal Geologist of American Coal, Benson Chow, will speak on the timeline of the Trinity River 
Basin and the education team will have activities ready for kids to learn geology basics and "how 
rocks roll!" With a name like Wetland on the Rocks, we will have margarita's available for purchase to 
round out the evening. John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-walk-and-talk-and-happy-hour-on-the-violet-crown-trail-at-290-tickets-118063754869
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Link:https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/1tzuMLd/beforethesmores?source_id=ff9324a8-5ea1
-4ab0-bc08-d8b6aee1a9ae&source_type=em&c= 
 
Date: 9/18 
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Cost: $15/person (4 years and up) 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 
 

 

Sunset Paddle Adventure 

Join Trinity Coalition and Adventures Unlimited 
Paddling for a Sunset Paddle Adventure. Come watch 
Lake Arlington transition from day to night with a 
spectacular view of the sunset from a secluded island 
beach. Then enjoy the amazing beauty of the lake from 
the kayak as darkness descends and the water turns to 
glass. We will check-in at 6:00 PM, launch at 6:30 PM, 
then paddle across the lake to our favorite beach on the 
island. There we will take a break and enjoy snacks 
while we watch the sunset. We will then turn on our boat 
lights and paddle around the island to check out the 
cove, then paddle home in the evening dark. 

$40 per person for boat, vest, lights, and snacks. We have both singles and tandem boats available 
(and a canoe) (same price per person). No experience necessary. This is a guided trip with an ACA 
certified Instructor Guide. Wear water-friendly shoes (You WILL get your feet wet) and clothing or 
swimwear that can get wet. Masks or social distancing required while onshore. 

IMPORTANT: Rental spots are limited as we no longer have storage at the lake and are limited to the 
boats we can carry in. Pre-pay to reserve your spot using the link below. You MUST leave a contact 
number if you are renting or if you need lights. Rental customers do get priority off the waitlist once 
the event is full. 

Also, if you are running late you must call Teresa Patterson to let her know, as once we move the 
boat trailers to the parking area we can no longer access boats for the trip. If you have your own 
boat and lights, there is a $5 launch fee (paid to the park). If you have a boat but need to rent lights, 
they are $5. Snack and water are $5 or bring your own. For more information or details call 
214-478-7856 or visit: 
http://www.adventuresunlimitedpaddling.com/shop/tour-fort-worth-nature-center. Trinity Coalition 
is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
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Link:https://trinitycoalition.org/events/sunset-paddle-adventure 
 
Date: 9/18 
Time: 6:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214-478-7856 
 

 

How to Camp out of your Canoe or Kayak 

Always wanted to go camping on the river with your canoe or 
kayak, but don't know quite how to start?  Are you confused 
about what gear works well when kayak and canoe camping 
and the best ways to pack it?  We can help. 

Trinity Coalition is hosting a seminar and workshop on 
camping out of your canoe or kayak. The seminar starts at 
9:30 AM and the workshop starts at 10:30 AM. The seminar 
will go over the basics of camping on a lake or river from your 
canoe or kayak. Topics will include types of camping gear, 

tents, folding chairs, stoves, clothing, PFDs, etc. If you do NOT have camping gear designed for 
canoe and kayak camping PLEASE DO NOT purchase any gear until after this seminar. A few tips 
from us can save you money! The workshop is also for those of you who have camping gear and 
want to go through a dry run with experienced canoe/kayak campers on hand for tips and guidance. 
Bring your gear and canoe or kayak and practice packing everything into your boat. We will then be 
able to "float test" packed boats to make sure your packing plan actually works before you test it on 
a trip. The lead presenter is Dale Harris, President of the Dallas Downriver Club and the Trinity River 
Paddle Trail Chair. This workshop is free, though donations to Trinity Coalition are always 
appreciated. Trinity Coalition is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Link:https://trinitycoalition.org/events/how-to-camp-out-of-your-canoe-or-kayak-(workshop) 
 
Date: 9/19 
Time: 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Location: Bowman Springs Park, Arlington, Texas 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Dale Harris 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Chair 
dale_harris@sbcglobal.net 
972-814-2633 
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Saturday SEAM Series: Carnival Science 

We can't gather at the Comal County Fair this year, but we have fun 
science experiments you can line up for with our Carnival-Inspired 
activities! Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  

Link:https://headwatersatthecomal.com/the-headwaters/programs/ 
 
Date: 9/19 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

 

Guided Boardwalk Tour 

What better way to enjoy the wetland than by getting into the wetland via our boardwalk. Join a 
Wetland Staff member for a guided walk and learn about the many cool things happening in the 
wetland. Learn about the mammals, birds, amphibians, and plants that call the wetland their home. 
Wear a hat, bring some insect repellent and a water bottle, and you will be off for an adventure. No 
reservations required! John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 
 
Link: https://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html 
 
Date: 9/19 
Cost: Free with $5 Admission; Members are Free.  
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 

Live Hike at the Chihuahuan Desert Garden Trail 

We will host a live hike at the City of El Paso Archeology Museum. Our education program 
coordinator, Maryflor, will be walking along the Chihuahuan Desert Garden trail and give fun facts 
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about native plants. This hike will be part of the 2020 Virtual Chihuahuan Desert Fiesta! The Frontera 
Land Alliance is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/frontera-land-alliance-47456316332/events 
 
Date: 9/19 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Maryflor Garcia 
Education and Volunteer Program Manager 
maryflor@fronteralandalliance.org 
915-400-8465 

Zip Line Day 

During our Zip Line Days, guests climb a 23-ft. tree to our zip 
platform then proceed to a 487-ft. zip line. Purchase one ticket 
($12 each) for each time you would like to travel down the zip 
line. Pre-registration is required.  

Individuals and small groups (composed of nine or fewer 
persons) are welcome to participate in our pre-scheduled Zip 
line Days (as available). The ropes course can be scheduled for 
custom programs for groups of ten or more persons. Heard 

Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/ropescourse#zip 
 
Date: 9/19 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 

Way of the Wise- A Women's Healing Circle 

Hill Country Heart Yoga is hosting this month's Way of the 
Wise Women's Circle at the Texas Botanical Gardens in 
downtown Goldthwaite. These gatherings are chocked-full of 
so much loving goodness and September's theme is 'Bless 
this Stress'.   
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We will reconnect to the healing power of food and medicine from the Earth. We will move our 
bodies with yoga asana. We will re-energize with breathwork and we’ll tune in to our highest Self 
through meditation and prayer. Good health & vitality, a supportive community of soul sisters and the 
container to grow into our best and brightest Self awaits you. Suggested donation of $20. Event 
Details will be posted at Hill Country Heart Yoga FB page. Texas Botanical Gardens & Native 
American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Date: 9/19 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Savannah Early 
Owner and Organizer 
savearly10@gmail.com 
325-451-4829 

Climate Week Event Series with EarthxTV 

EarthX will mark Climate Week by driving the largest 
conversation on environmental justice, amplifying the 
voices from marginalized communities that are 
disproportionately affected by our global climate crisis. 
EarthX is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

 

Link: www.earthx.org 

Date: 9/21 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Ariel Herr 
Media Strategist 
arielcherr@gmail.com 
469-235-2708 

Wild at Home - The First Virtual Nature Reserve 

EarthXR launches Wild at Home, the first virtual nature reserve! 
360-degree immersive videos bring the beauty of Africa, the Amazon, and 
Asia to your device. EarthX is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 
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Link: www.earthx.org 

Date: 9/21 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Ariel Herr 
Media Strategist 
arielcherr@gmail.com 
469-235-2708 

Homeschool Natural Science Program 

Now is the time to encourage your child’s love of nature! 
This spring, preschool and homeschool children will have 
the opportunity to explore all that the Heard Natural Science 
Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary has to offer. Students will 
experience learning through classroom activities, outdoor 
field investigations on our 289-acre wildlife sanctuary, 
laboratory science, small group activities, and take-home 
study packets. Each course curriculum is developed by the 
Heard Museum's education staff who strive to recognize 
and meet the needs of homeschool families. 

The Heard's weekly Homeschool Natural Science Program is appropriate for children ages 5-11. We 
use the age of each student on September 1 for class placement for the entire academic year. 

Classes meet weekly on Tuesdays or Thursdays, times vary by class offering. 

In light of COVID-19, we have reduced class sizes to help maintain appropriate physical distancing. 
To help accommodate everyone for the fall semester, we are offering classes on either Tuesday or 
Thursday. Fall 2020 classes start the week of September 22 and end the week of December 15. 
Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/homeschool 
 
Date: 9/22 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
 

 
REGISTER TODAY for the Virtual Hill Country Alliance Leadership Summit! 

Join the Hill Country Alliance for a virtual Hill Country Leadership 
Summit – full of inspirational and informative panels featuring local 
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and national environmental resource experts. We hope you can join us virtually, for our first-ever 
online Summit! Tune in on Wednesday, Sept. 23 – Friday, Sept. 25 and get inspired by local and 
national environmental resource experts, elected officials, and community builders. See the full 
agenda, learn more, and register on our website! Hill Country Alliance is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 

Link: https://www.hillcountryalliance.org/LeadershipSummit 
 
Date: 9/23-9/25 
 
For all media inquiries: 
leah@hillcountryalliance.org 
 

  
 
EPIC Trivia Night 

 
Join us for a fun night of Trivia with EPIC, hosted by 
the EPIC Leadership Council! There will be questions 
about all sorts of things, from the Violet Crown Trail 
to nature and the outdoors. Grab a drink and join us 
for this trivia happy hour at 6 pm on September 24. 
 
This event is free and open to EPIC members and 
non-members alike, but spots are limited. 
Registration closes Tuesday, September 22, so 
secure your spot now!  
 

EPIC members support the important conservation work of Hill Country Conservancy. Interested in 
becoming an EPIC Member? Click here for more information or contact our EPIC team at 
epic@hillcountryconservancy.org. Hill Country Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner. 
 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epic-trivia-night-tickets-118676311041 
 
Date: 9/24 
Time: 6:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carolyn Stephens 
Development and Marketing Specialist 
Carolyn@hillcountryconservancy.org 
(512) 461-2063 
 

 

Virtual Birding + Nature Hike at Nalle Bunny Run 
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Tune in for a virtual stream of our monthly Birding + Nature Hike at Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife 
Preserve! On this virtual nature hike, Hill Country Conservancy will take you on a tour of Nalle Bunny 
Run Wildlife Preserve with the guidance of Mikael Behrens, Hill Country Conservancy volunteer and 
Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife Docent. 

Explore Nalle Bunny Run like never before, from the comfort of your home. Stream live with us and 
you will have the opportunity to chat with Mikael and ask him any birding or nature questions that 
arise! This virtual hike will offer a glimpse at an environmental treasure on the banks of the Colorado 
River, and provide insight into the important work of Hill Country Conservancy. Turn your sound on 
as we listen to the calls of birds and explore calming wildlife on the preserve. Hill Country 
Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

Visit the registration link to sign up, and we'll send you all the information you need to join us at 12 
pm on September 25th! 

ABOUT NALLE BUNNY RUN WILDLIFE PRESERVE 

The 35-acre Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife Preserve is not only an environmental treasure, but an 
important habitat restoration project situated on the banks of the Colorado River. The preserve was 
donated to Hill Country Conservancy in December 2000 by the Nalle Family who wished for years to 
preserve the beloved “Bunny Run” for the public to enjoy. The conservation management of this 
preserved Lake Austin waterfront and proximity to Austin make the Nalle Bunny Run Wildlife 
Preserve a visual and environmental masterpiece 

Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/118011667073 
 
Date: 9/25 
Time: 12:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carolyn Stephens 
Development and Marketing Specialist 
Carolyn@hillcountryconservancy.org 
(512) 461-2063 
 

 

Exploration Green Hosts Squawk Walk in Conjunction with Houston Audubon 2020 

Bird Week 

Exploration Green is excited to be a part of 
Houston Bird Week from September 19 – 
26. Join us on Saturday, September 26 
from 10 AM - 2 PM at Exploration Green in 
celebrating the important role Houston 
plays in the lives of billions of birds! 
Members from Houston Audubon, Gulf 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/118011667073
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Coast Chapter – Texas Master Naturalist, and Galveston Bay Area Chapter - Texas Master Naturalist 
will be present to answer questions! Bring cameras, binoculars, water, and walking shoes for birding! 
There are no restrooms onsite. Please wear a mask and follow CDC guidelines for outdoor events. 
Please stay home if you are not feeling well. Leashed pets are welcome. Thank you to our sponsor 
Buck's Pizza! For more details about Houston Bird Week 2020 and to view virtual events, visit 
www.houstonaudubon.org/birdweek. Exploration Green is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Free parking is available in the lot at 16203 Diana Lane, Houston, TX 77062. 

Link: https://www.explorationgreen.org/; 
http://houstonaudubon.org/birdweek?fbclid=IwAR0XAUjtthIxvNw6tEP5HMhwi8xv0HI4ttz3nG-UXTO
hn_YzG0bf6bBk19A 
 
Date: 9/26 
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Elizabeth Del Bosque 
Exploration Green Conservancy Board Member 
manypacatex@gmail.com 
281-798-9349 
 

International Observe the Moon Night 

Join the global celebration to look at the Moon!  The event is brought 
to you by Texas Botanical Gardens and Jennie Trent Dew Library. We 
will meet in the Gardens from 6-8 pm with local astronomy enthusiast 
Walt Kovar to learn about the night sky. Texas Botanical Gardens & 
Native American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Date: 9/26 
Time: 6:00-8:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Susan Lindsey 
Director 
botanicalgardens.naic@gmail.com 
325-648-2447 
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CONSERVATION NEWS  
 

African Painted Dogs Return to the Houston Zoo 

Dogs are back! The Houston Zoo welcomed African painted 
dogs back to the Zoo after a three-year absence. The four male 
dogs moved to Houston from Binder Park Zoo near Battle Creek, 
MI.  Modo, Rafiki, Tamu, and Wiki made the move as part of the 
Species Survival Plan (SSP) through the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums (AZA). The four were part of a litter of eleven pups 
that were born in Michigan on Nov. 30, 2018. 

The dogs are offspring of Ghost, a painted dog who lived at the Houston Zoo before moving to 
Binder Park on a breeding recommendation. Species Survival Plans are cooperative population 
management and conservation programs for selected species at North American zoos and 
aquariums. Each SSP carefully manages the breeding of a species in order to maintain a healthy and 
self-sustaining captive population that is both genetically diverse and demographically stable. 
African painted dogs are one of the most endangered carnivores in Africa, with an estimated global 
population of less than 5,000 and declining due to human conflict, habitat fragmentation and 
widespread diseases like distemper and rabies. They are currently listed as endangered by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS). 

The Zoo has worked to protect African painted dogs in the wild for the past 10 years by providing 
support and training for local, African wildlife anti-poaching scouts that patrol thousands of 
kilometers of African painted dog habitat to protect this species from harm.  

On the daily patrols, the wildlife scouts arrest poachers and collect numerous illegal wire traps that 
are set to catch wildlife. In 2019, wildlife protection scouts we support in Kenya made four arrests 
for illegal wildlife poaching and removed 120 wire traps set for wildlife. 

Guests visiting the Houston Zoo to see African painted dogs are also helping to save this species in 
Africa. A portion of every admission ticket membership is donated to conservation efforts dedicated 
to protecting animals in the wild.  

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/african-painted-dogs-return-to-the-houston-zoo/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
Public Relations Manager 
713-533-6613 
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Houston Zoo's Baby Okapi Gets New Name and Makes Public Debut 

The Houston Zoo’s latest addition, a baby okapi, has officially 
been named Kivuli, which means "Shadow" in Swahili. Zookeepers 
had narrowed the list to four potential baby names, all of which are 
in Swahili: Keki (Cake), Hasira (Feisty), Pipi (Candy), and Kivuli 
(Shadow). People voted for their favorite name by donating on the 
Zoo's website. Every dollar donated was one vote for the chosen 
name.  

Kivuli made her public debut weeks after her birth and spent time bonding with mom behind the 
scenes. The female calf explored the habitat while her mother, Sukari, stayed close by.  

Okapi are solitary animals, also known as the “forest giraffe,” and are native to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo in Central Africa. Since it was first discovered by the western world in 1901 it 
has captivated the imagination like few other species. Unlike its cousin the giraffe, the okapi is very 
rare and only found in the most remote rainforests of central Africa. 

The Houston Zoo is helping save okapi in the wild by providing support and equipment for local staff 
at the Okapi Conservation Project in the DRC. Everyone can do their part to save these incredible 
animals by recycling cell phones at the Zoo. These devices contain a metal mined where okapi live 
and recycling the cell phones reduces the demand for new materials to be mined. 

Link:https://www.houstonzoo.org/blog/okapi-calf-makes-public-debut/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
Public Relations Manager 
713-533-6613 

 

EPWater completes park-pond project to improve stormwater infrastructure 

The Thomas Manor Park Pond and Pump Station was designed to capture and retain water during 
heavy rain events, but many times residents had to deal with stagnant water that would linger for 
days. A recently completed $6.8 million project from El Paso Water increased the capacity of the 
retaining pond to 14.4 million gallons, the equivalent of 21 Olympic swimming pools. 

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/thomas_manor_area_
welcomes_renovated_park-pond 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 319-3284 
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New EPWater videos show how to conserve water 

You are not alone if you find yourself spending more time at home these days because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. For many El Pasoans, daily life now requires work, dine-in, exercise and even 
school to be done from home. El Paso Water wants to help you conserve water and at the same time 
save money. More time indoors means do-it-yourself home improvement projects are on the rise. 

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/new_e_p_water_video
s_show_how_to_conserve_water 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 319-3284 

EPWater's Willie the Waterdrop to make a splash in new educational videos 

El Paso Water’s Willie the Water Drop is coming to a small screen near you, urging preschoolers to 
use water wisely at home. The short videos will feature Willie engaging with April Lopez, Water 
Conservation Specialist, immersing young viewers in conservation lessons, with plenty of positive 
reinforcement thrown in for good measure. 

Link:https://www.epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/willie_to_make_a_spla
sh_in_new_educational_videos 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Denise Parra 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
dparra@epwater.org 
(915) 319-3284 
 

Featured Map: Field glassing Texas phenology 

In our latest featured map, we took NASA satellite imagery collected throughout 2019 and stitched 
them together in an animation to illustrate the phenological changes of vegetation across Texas 
throughout the year. 

Link: https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2020/august/field-glassing-texas-phenology/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Project Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 
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A Land Stewardship Experience Dispatch 

We're building a community of practice around land 
stewardship from the wings that fly above to the water 
trickling through the soil. Check out this peek into the 22 
free, mini-tutorials you can dive into today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Link: https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2020/august/a-land-stewardship-experience-dispatch/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Project Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 

Introducing the NRI Sourcebook 

Each season, the Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute (NRI) publishes a 
digital collection of the recently published peer-reviewed scientific 
publications, research reports, and science-based resources developed to 
support the improvement of conservation, natural resource management 
and private land stewardship. Through interdisciplinary and applied 
research, education and policy, we are committed to solving natural 
resource issues and engaging land managers, citizens and policymakers 
throughout the process. Each item in the Sourcebook can be accessed on 
the NRI website, nri.tamu.edu. 

Link: 
https://issuu.com/tamu_nri/stacks/84f493e3de2e49aea71bf9aef13c302e 
 

For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Project Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 
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