
 

July Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS 
 

Native Texas Butterfly House & Garden 

Through October 4, 2020, visitors to the outdoor Native Texas 
Butterfly House and Garden at Heard Natural Science Museum & 
Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney, Texas will have the opportunity to 
walk among free-flying native butterflies and other pollinators. 
Guests will be able to view butterflies up close while learning 
about their life stages and more.  

The butterfly house is regularly stocked with an assortment of 
native butterfly species, which varies throughout the exhibit. 
Guests may even get to see a butterfly emerge from a chrysalis. 

Inside the butterfly house, nectar plants are also available to feed the adult butterflies. There are 
even a few host plants for caterpillars to feed on (“host plants”).  

The butterfly garden, too, is filled with nectar plants and host plants that naturally attract these lovely 
creatures. Guests may even find a few ideas to try in home gardens, which can in turn help 
pollinators on a broader scale. From time to time, other species of wildlife that feed on insects or the 
nectar plants may also be found in the butterfly garden, including hummingbirds. This area is also a 
great setting for nature photography. 

The Native Texas Butterfly House and Garden is included in the museum general admission and is 
free for Heard Museum members. This exhibit is open during the Heard's regular hours of operation. 
Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/butterflies 
 
Date: 7/1/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
972-562-5566 
 

 
 

https://www.heardmuseum.org/butterflies
mailto:sjennings@heardmuseum.org


 
Houston Zoo "Bringing the Zoo to You" Facebook Live Event 

 
Tune in to the Houston Zoo's Facebook page at 11:00 
a.m. CDT every Wednesday in July as they continue to 
"Bring the Zoo to You!" Throughout the month of July, 
the Houston Zoo will feature ways viewers can save 
animals in the wild by participating in "Plastic Free July." 
Houston Zoo is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

 
Link: https://www.houstonzoo.org/bringing-the-zoo-to-you/ 
 
Date: 7/1/2020, 7/8/2020, 7/15/2020, 7/22/2020, 7/29/2020   
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
Public Relations Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 
 

Family Fun Day - Architecture in Nature 
 
Join us for Family Fun Days, a series of classes designed for 
children 6-12 years old, all with hands-on, get-in-the-outdoors 
activities. This week's program is Architecture in Nature. Come 
and explore the engineering marvels of our outdoor builders. 
John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 
 
Link: 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=vhd5ll7ab&oeidk=a07eh52coqq6efb74bf 
 
Date: 7/8/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 
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Vinyasa Flow Yoga (Online Class Series) 

 
Join us (virtually) for this six-week Vinyasa flow series led by Fort Worth yoga 
instructor Julie Vitek. Take in the tranquil morning view of BRIT's prairie as you 
enjoy this slow, meditative yoga flow, connecting movement to the breath. You 
will leave each session feeling relaxed and refreshed, with a stronger connection 
to yourself and to the world. All levels are welcome. This class is a series; single 
classes are not currently available. Botanical Research Institute of Texas is a 
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Dates: Wednesday, July 8, 15, 22, 29, August 5, 12 

 
Location: This is an online class; you will receive an email the day prior to class with the Zoom class 
code and password. Materials: A yoga mat and any props you wish to use 
 
Link: http://brit.org/vinyasa-flow-yoga-series 
 
Date: 7/8/2020 
Time: 8:30 – 9:30 am 
Cost: $70 Non-member / $55 Member 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Chris Smith 
Director of Marketing and Communications 
csmith@brit.org 
817-332-6657 

 
Zip Line Day 
 
During ZipLine Day at the Heard Ropes Course at Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife 
Sanctuary in McKinney, Texas, guests climb a 23-foot tree to our zip platform then soar down a 

487-foot zip line through the Heard’s beautiful bottomland forest. 
Purchase one ticket ($12 each) for each time you would like to 
travel down the zip line. Pre-registration is required and spots are 
limited. Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary is 
a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/ropescourse#zip 
 
 
 

Date: 7/11/2020 
Time: 9 AM - 12 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
972-562-5566 

http://brit.org/vinyasa-flow-yoga-series
mailto:csmith@brit.org
https://www.heardmuseum.org/ropescourse#zip
mailto:sjennings@heardmuseum.org


Biters and Stingers (Online Class) 
 
Working in the garden this season, you have probably seen quite a few 
little creatures amongst the plants. Join Botanic Garden Entomologist 
Gail Manning to learn about biting and stinging insects and spiders of the 
area. Find out about different venoms, bite site reactions, and how OTC 
products work to relieve symptoms. Instructor: Gail Manning is an 
entomologist and oversees the citizen science programs at the Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden, where she has worked for 14 years. Botanical 
Research Institute of Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

 
Link: http://brit.org/biters-and-stingers 
 
Date: 7/11/2020 
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
Cost: $18 Non-member / $15 Member 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Chris Smith 
Director of Marketing and Communications 
csmith@brit.org 
817-332-6657 

Webinar: The Future of Glass Recycling in South Central Texas 
 
The State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR) is partnering 
with the Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG), the Glass 
Recycling Coalition and Keep Texas Recycling to host a 2.5-hour 
webinar focused on advancing glass recycling in South Central 
Texas. 
 
Join us for a discussion with national and local industry experts to 
explore the existing glass collection and recycling infrastructure 
of the South Central Texas region, as well as highlight some 
successful regional glass recycling programs from across the 
nation. 

 
We’ll end with a discussion on how South Central Texas can accelerate glass recycling in a cost 
effective manner by adopting—and where needed, modifying—other regions' successful glass 
recycling efforts to fit this area's unique needs. 
 
This webinar is intended for city and county staff, elected officials, solid waste industry 
professionals, and other stakeholders from across the South Central Texas region. However, this 
webinar will also be open to the public at large. Keep Texas Beautiful is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: 
https://ktb.org/get-involved/calendar-of-events/education/webinar-the-future-of-glass-recycling-in-s
outh-central-texas 

http://brit.org/biters-and-stingers
mailto:csmith@brit.org
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Date: 7/15/2020 
Time: 10 AM – 12:30 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brianna Fuller 
Communications Manager 
brianna@ktb.org 
512-961-5264 

Texas Aquatic Science - Professional Development 
 
This workshop is designed to introduce the Texas Aquatic Science 
and Wetland Center Wetland Ecology curriculum and how to best 
use the activities and supplemental material which enhances the 
curriculum. It is written for middle school and high school students, 
and designed to help teachers make students aware of the 
importance of water to life, aquatic ecosystems and what we must 
do to conserve water and aquatic life. The day will be filled with 
hands-on and field study experiences. John Bunker Sands Wetland 
Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner. 

 
Link: 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=vhd5ll7ab&oeidk=a07eh3d36e5d4e660eb 
 
Date: 7/16/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 

July Trinity River Volunteer Day & Virtual Trash Bash 
 
Join us every 3rd Saturday of the month (March – 
October) for a fun, family-friendly volunteer trash 
cleanup! This month, we are continuing our 
#VirtualTrashBash to allow everyone to participate 
from their own neighborhoods, local parks, and 
trails. During this time of physical distancing, we 
still believe that the #TrinityRiverConnectsUs and 
that Trinity Park Volunteers can make a positive 
impact on Dallas. 
 

- Pick up trash in your neighborhood, local parks, and trails or 
- Go through household waste and sort out what can be recycled or composted and 
- Report your results once you’ve completed your clean up! 
 

mailto:brianna@ktb.org
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Register to receive step by step information on how to safely participate and join the online 
conversation. Trinity Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://trinityparkconservancy.org/event-posts/july-trinity-river-volunteer-day/ 
 
Date: 7/18/2020 
Time: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Elizabeth Jones 
Marketing & Communications Coordinator 
elizabeth@trinityparkconservancy.org 
214-740-1616 

Monarch Migration Presentation 
 
The Texas Botanical Gardens in conjunction with the Jennie Trent Dew Library will present the 
Monarch Migration program at the Brownwood Community Garden. Texas Botanical Gardens & 
Native American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: www.legacyplaza.org 
 
Date: 7/20/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Susan Lindsey Director 
contact@legacyplaza.org 

Texas Land Conservancy's Online Texas Nature Trivia 

Join TLC for their upcoming FREE Online Texas Nature Trivia! From the 
pecan tree to the armadillo, they’ll trivia-lize it all. Focusing on all things 
nature, individuals will compete with their fellow Texas nature lovers 
ONLINE for the top spot on the leaderboard. This month TLC will be 
partnering with the University of Texas Vertebrate Paleontology 
Collections with guest host, paleontologist Kenneth Bader. Texas Land 
Conservancy is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://texaslandconservancy.org/texas-nature-trivia-online/ 
 
Date: 7/21/2020 

 
For all media inquiries: 
Maren McLaughlin-Klotz 
Development and Communications Director 
maren@texaslandconservancy.org 
720.935.1882 
 

https://trinityparkconservancy.org/event-posts/july-trinity-river-volunteer-day/
mailto:elizabeth@trinityparkconservancy.org
http://www.legacyplaza.org/
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Wetland on the Rocks - Family Fun Day 
 
Join us for Family Fun Days, a series of classes designed for 
children 6-12 years old, all with hands-on, get-in-the-outdoors 
activities. Wetland on the Rocks is this week's class in which we will 
be exploring the geology of the area and what rocks are made of. 
John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner. 
 
Link: 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=vhd5ll7ab&oeidk=a07eh52coqq6efb74bf 
 
Date: 7/22/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
972-474-9100 

 
Zip Line Day 

 
During ZipLine Day at the Heard Ropes Course at Heard Natural Science 
Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney, Texas, guests climb a 23-foot 
tree to our zip platform then soar down a 487-foot zip line through the 
Heard’s beautiful bottomland forest. Purchase one ticket ($12 each) for 
each time you would like to travel down the zip line. Pre-registration is 
required and spots are limited. Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.heardmuseum.org/ropescourse#zip 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 7/25/2020 
Time: 9 AM - 12 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Stephanie Jennings 
Marketing & Communications Director 
sjennings@heardmuseum.org 
972-562-5566 

Craft Beer: Brewing with the Garden 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=vhd5ll7ab&oeidk=a07eh52coqq6efb74bf
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Have you always wanted to brew with herbs and fruit from your own garden? Do you enjoy trying 
new beers and supporting our local breweries? Then join Funky Picnic's Head Brewer, Michael 
Harper, for this spirited overview of the beer brewing process. Learn the basics, and tips and tricks, 
all while sampling a very special summertime beer brewed with wild yeast, herbs, and fruit from the 
Botanic Garden.  

Instructor: Michael Harper is the Head Brewer at Fort Worth's Funky Picnic Brewery. Harper is a 
drum-playing, mariachi-loving head brewer who studied at the American Brewers Guild in 2013. He is 
passionate about classic techniques but also loves to experiment with new styles and terroir-based 
ingredients. When he's not knee-deep in spent grain, you can find him at home with his wife, cats, 
and pet tortoise. 

Materials: None required. Class size will remain small to accommodate proper social distancing, and 
masks and hand sanitizer will be available. Botanical Research Institute of Texas is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: http://brit.org/craft-beer-brewing-garden 

Date: 7/25/2020 

Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Cost: $65 Non-members / $60 Members 

For all media inquiries: 
Chris Smith 
Director of Marketing Communications 
csmith@brit.org 
817-332-6657 

Texas Well Owner Network Well Informed training - Hockley 
 
A Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) Well Educated training has 
been scheduled for July 28 in Levelland, Hockley County. 
Participants MUST drop off well water samples the day before 
the training, July 27, between 8:30–10:00 a.m. The cost of the 
screening is $10 per sample, due when samples are turned in. 
 
The training, which is free and open to the public, will run from 
5:30–6:30 p.m. at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
office in Hockley County, 1212 Houston Street #2 in Levelland. 
 
The training will explain screening results, including corrective 
measures for identified problems and how well owners can 
improve their understanding of private well management. TWON 
personnel will deliver the results via distance technology. Texas 

Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 

http://brit.org/craft-beer-brewing-garden
mailto:csmith@brit.org


Link: 
https://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2020/july/texas-well-owner-network-well-informed-training-hockley
/ 
 
Date: 7/27/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kerry Halladay 
TWRI Communications Manager 
kerry.halladay@ag.tamu.edu 
(979) 845-1862 

Healthy Lawns, Healthy Waters workshop - Cedar Bayou Watershed 
 
A free Healthy Lawns, Healthy Waters (HLHW) workshop in the 
Cedar Bayou Watershed includes Chambers, Harris and Liberty 
counties. Register to receive workshop updates, instructions 
to join the online meeting and materials related to the 
workshop via email. Texas Water Resources Institute is a 
Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: 

https://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2020/july/healthy-lawns-healthy-waters-workshop-cedar-bayou-wa
tershed/ 
 
Date: 7/28/2020 
Time: 1 PM - 5PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kerry Halladay 
TWRI Communications Manager 
kerry.halladay@ag.tamu.edu 
(979) 845-1862 

KTB Conference Gone Virtual 

Our conference has gone virtual! Amid the 
ever-changing landscape surrounding COVID-19, the 
KTB Board of Directors made the decision to offer a 
virtual experience in lieu of the Houston event 
scheduled for September this year.   

Our Virtual KTB Conference will be a two-day event held 
on August 25-26 from 9am to 5pm each day. You'll be able to hear from experts in educational 

https://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2020/july/texas-well-owner-network-well-informed-training-hockley/
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sessions, chat with other attendees, network digitally, join interactive activities, a private Facebook 
group, and more.  

And at this year’s conference, you will still be able to: 

-celebrate and recognize the achievements of community leaders, inspiring youth, civic groups, 
businesses, and governments;  

-experience sessions that are filled with innovative approaches to community beautification, waste 
reduction, and litter prevention; 

-find networking opportunities and engaging presentations from knowledgeable experts and those 
with a passion for the environment. 

Link: https://ktb.org/conference 
 
Date: 8/25/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brianna Fuller 
Communications Manager 
brianna@ktb.org 
512-961-5264 
 

 

CONSERVATION NEWS  
 

The Houston Zoo is Now Open! 

The Houston Zoo is open to the public, with a few 
new operational protocols in place. All admission 
tickets, for both zoo members and guests, must be 
purchased or reserved online. No tickets will be sold 
on-site. The Zoo also has created a one-way path 
through the Zoo to allow for proper social 

distancing. While Zoo staff are required to wear masks, guests are highly encouraged to wear masks 
as recommended by the CDC and Houston Health Department. For all the details on the Zoo's new 
protocols and to purchase tickets, visit houstonzoo.org. Houston Zoo is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  

Link: www.houstonzoo.org 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 

https://ktb.org/conference
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Public Relations Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 
 

Frontera Lift Station technology draws spotlight 

Technology employed at El Paso Water’s Frontera Lift Station continues to 
draw the international spotlight – this time from the recent 2020 Water 
Environment Federation (WEF) Collections System Digital Conference. 

Link: 

https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/frontera_lift_station_technology_
draws_spotlight 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

Project to bank treated river water 

El Paso Water launched the design of a new project to take treated Rio 
Grande water during plentiful years and use it to recharge a local 
aquifer. 

Link: 

https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/project_to_bank_treated_river_w
ater_ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

Elevated water tank will serve as remembrance 
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With the exception of some of the older ones, El Paso Water’s elevated water storage tanks are 
understated. But in far east El Paso, the 2.5 MG Ranchos Real Tank stands out from the rest. 

Link: 
https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/elevated_water_tank_will_serve_
as_remembrance 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
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