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REGION OF IMPACT  STATEWIDE
HEADQUARTERS  AUSTIN, TEXAS

A  G R O W I N G  B O DY  O F 
E V I D E N C E  S U G G E S T S  T H AT 
C H I L D R E N  W H O  S P E N D  T I M E 
I N  N AT U R E  A R E  H E A LT H I E R, 
H A P P I E R,  A N D  S M A R T E R.  Texas 
contains 10% of the entire U.S. K-12 
population. An estimated 32% of that 
population is deemed overweight or obese. 
Further, these children, ages 8-18, accrue 
an average of over 50 hours of screen time 
per week. Illustrating a critical disconnect 
between young Texans and the outdoors. 
In 2010, the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department created the Texas Children in 
Nature Network (TCiN), to address the lack 
of nature in children’s lives.

TCiN achieves its mission of connecting 
children with nature by leading Regional 
Collaboratives, consisting of youth-focused 
organizations, from 8 regions across the 
state. Through these collaboratives, TCiN 
works with over 500 local and state 
partners in health, education, community 
development, and conservation fields. In 
2019 alone, TCiN partners engaged over 
4 million Texas families with nature-based 

initiatives. TCiN focuses their efforts on 
seven strategic areas of interest: access, 
community, equity, education, health, 
leadership development, and marketing. 
These areas work together to form a 
framework of programming, aimed at 
developing a conservation ethic and nature 
built resilience from a young age through 
linking Texas children to meaningful 
conservation programs.

TCiN serves as a statewide networking hub, 
participating in statewide leadership teams, 
providing resources to encourage children 
and families to spend time in nature, and 
addressing pressing issues such as equity 
and access to the outdoors, community 
development, and public health policy.

MISSION
The mission of Texas Children in Nature is to 
ensure equitable access and connection to 
nature for all Texans.



For more information visit texanbynature.org or contact us at programs@texanbynature.org or 512-284-7482.

NEEDS
Texas Children in Nature was selected 
for Texan by Nature Conservation 
Wrangler based on the project’s 
positive impact to people, prosperity, 
and natural resources. Through the 
program, Texan by Nature is working 
with the Texas Children in Nature 
program to address the following 
needs:  
• Funding to build TCiN’s capacity 

as the organization becomes an 
independent nonprofit

• Media visibility to increase 
awareness and support, build 
participation, and increase partner 
engagement

• Children in nature partners to 
increase statewide collaborative 
efforts, increase education and 
awareness, and expand reach

IMPACT
• Over 4 million Texas families reached 

by TCiN partner programming in 2019
• Annually convene 500+ partners 

across Texas to amplify and accelerate 
children in nature-based initiatives

• 8 regional collaboratives, including 
Caprock, North Texas, Austin, San 
Antonio, Pineywoods, Houston, 
Coastal Bend, and the Rio Grande 
Valley provide local, hands-on 
programming
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