Exploration Green Conservancy
HOUSTON, TEXAS
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EVERY YEAR, THE TEXAS
G U L F C O A S T I S FA C E D W I T H
DAMAGING STORM SYSTEMS,
COSTING TEXAS COMMUNITIES
BILLIONS OF DOLL ARS IN
R E PA I R S . In southeast Houston,
dedicated groups transformed a 200-acre
defunct golf course into an innovative flood
mitigation solution. Exploration Green
provides stormwater detention for 500
million gallons of water, protecting over
2,000 nearby homes and businesses. This
area is an integrated, natural solution for
catastrophic seasonal flooding, while also
serving as a nature preserve and recreation
area with six miles of trails and two athletic
fields for community use. Exploration Green’s
39 acres of wetland habitat and 38 acres of
permanent lakes support 890 native plant
and wildlife species.
Early phases of the project saved over 150
homes from flooding during Hurricane
Harvey and completely mitigated flooding
during 2019 Tropical Storm Imelda.
In addition to stormwater relief, the
conservation area improves water quality,

provides carbon sequestration, and has
increased wildlife and plant diversity fivefold.
Exploration Green also encourages area
residents, from all walks of life, to utilize
trails and attend weekly community events.
Clear Lake City Water Authority and
Exploration Green Conservancy, along with
30 additional partners from local businesses
to conservation organizations, support the
Exploration Green project. Due to the
strength and efforts of their community,
Exploration Green has been able to flourish
and grow, with 95% local funding and over
900 community volunteers.
MISSION
The Exploration Green Conservancy (EGC)
is a volunteer-driven nonprofit dedicated
to the protection and enhancement
of Exploration Green, a permanentlyprotected 200-acre green space for
conservation, recreation, and flood
detention in greater Houston.
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IMPACT
•
150,000 wetland plants, 38 acres of permanent lakes, 39 acres
of wetland plants, and 5,000 native trees
•
500 million gallons of stormwater detention
•
$300 million saved from flood damage in every 500-year rain
event (occurs about every 7 years)
•
Habitat for over 890 species of plants and wildlife
•
900 community volunteers, as well as recreation, education,
and volunteer opportunities for more than 500,000 individuals
in the Greater Houston Bay Area
•
6 miles of paved trails, two small athletic practice fields
•
$120 million increase in property values for the community

NEEDS
Exploration Green Conservancy was selected for Texan by
Nature Conservation Wrangler based on the project’s positive
impact to people, prosperity, and natural resources. Through the
program, Texan by Nature is working with the Exploration Green
Conservancy program to address the following needs:
•
Funding to build an entry plaza and education center,
hire a full-time staff member, maintenance and upkeep,
organizational operations, educational materials, and
marketing resources
•
Media visibility to bring awareness to their project, increase
replication efforts, increase volunteer base, and recognize
those involved
•
Volunteers for administrative and IT work to help with
project upkeep and volunteer coordination efforts.
Volunteer and team building opportunities are also available
for individuals, groups, and businesses at Exploration Green
•
School partners to bring awareness of Exploration Green to
local schools and to include Exploration Green in curriculum
and field trips

PARTNERS
Clear Lake City Water Authority, Galveston Bay Foundation, Trees
for Houston, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Community Watershed
Partners, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Texas Parks & Wildlife
Foundation, Texas Master Naturalist, City of Houston, Harris
County, Texas Coastal Management Program, Texas General Land
Office, NOAA, Galveston Bay Estuary Program, and TCEQ.

For more information visit texanbynature.org or contact us at programs@texanbynature.org or 512-284-7482.

