
 

May Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS 
 

Don't mess with Texas® Art Contest 

Keep Texas Beautiful and the Texas 
Department of Transportation invite Texas 
students in kindergarten through twelfth 
grade to submit their best litter 
prevention-inspired artwork to be considered 
for the Don’t mess with Texas Calendar. 
Students with the top 14 designs will have 
their work featured in the calendar and win 

other prizes. Submissions must be postmarked by no later than May 29. Submissions are now being 
accepted online, as well as by mail. Learn more and share with your friends and family today: 
ktb.org/artcontest. Keep Texas Beautiful and TxDOT are Texan by Nature Conservation Partners.  

Link: https://ktb.org/artcontest 
 
Date: 5/1/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brianna Fuller 
Communications Manager 
brianna@ktb.org 
512-961-5264 

Houston Zoo Welcomes Baby Giant Anteater 

The Houston Zoo is proud to announce the birth of a baby 
giant anteater. The yet-to-be-named baby was born on the 
evening of March 31 to mom Olive. Giant anteaters spend 
the first few weeks of life clinging to their mothers and will 
typically hitch a ride on mom’s back for almost 12 months.  

 Olive has been very attentive to the baby, carefully nursing 
and transporting the pup on her back. After allowing the 
pair plenty of time to bond, keepers and zoo veterinarians 
will determine if the baby is male or female. 

https://ktb.org/artcontest
mailto:brianna@ktb.org


 Giant anteaters face threats resulting from habitat loss and agricultural expansion. The Zoo’s 
anteaters serve as ambassadors for their wild counterparts, helping zoo guests understand this 
unique species. The Houston Zoo is proud to support the Giant Armadillo Conservation Program, a 
group working to protect giant armadillos and anteaters in the wild.  

Although the Zoo has temporarily closed its gates to help slow the spread of COVID-19, the team 
continues to work tirelessly to care for the animals. In order to help support the Houston Zoo during 
this unprecedented time, the Emergency Zoo Fund has been launched to help.  People can donate to 
the Zoo at www.HoustonZoo.org. Houston Zoo is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: www.houstonzoo.org 
 
Date: 5/1/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
PR Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 

HOUSTON ZOO HAND-RAISING INFANT SCHMIDT’S RED-TAILED MONKEY 

In the early hours of April 10, a male Schmidt's 
red-tailed monkey was born to mother Njeri and has 
been named Peter Rabbit in honor of Easter weekend. 
Peter is being hand-raised by keepers and veterinary 
staff members after the infant could no longer hold on 
to mom.  
 
On the morning of his birth, the keepers found Peter in 
mom’s arms; however, later that day he appeared weak 
and fell from mom and onto the hay covered floor. The 
keeper team and vets suspect that Njeri may have low 
milk production, so they evaluated the mom and baby. 

Peter was dehydrated and had low blood sugar and was given supportive treatments including 
subcutaneous fluids and sugar before putting him back with mom. Unfortunately, he quickly 
developed weakness again and Peter needed to be separated again from his mom for care. 
 
After moving Peter and Njeri to the Zoo’s veterinary clinic, the animal care specialists bottle-fed him 
with mom nearby in hopes they could reunite him quickly. During his medical check, the Zoo’s 
veterinarians discovered that he had a skull defect and took radiographs (x-rays). These were sent to 
a radiologist and a human pediatric neurologist where it was confirmed that he had a skull fracture. 
The team made the decision to continue to hand-raise the infant so they can continue to monitor his 
head injury closely. It is unknown how he was injured. 
 
At this point, he seems perfectly normal and his caregivers have hope that the fracture and any 
potential damage will heal without any issues with a goal of getting him strong enough to be 
reunited with mom as soon as possible. 

http://www.houstonzoo.org/
http://www.houstonzoo.org/
mailto:lwappler@houstonzoo.org


 
Schmidt’s red-tailed monkeys are known for their distinctive heart-shaped markings on their nose 
and are native to central Africa. The Houston Zoo is home to six red-tailed monkeys including the 
new baby. The species is vulnerable to habitat loss and hunting, and to help save them in the wild, 
Houstonians can recycle old cell phones and handheld electronics. Cellphones and other small 
electronics often contain coltan, a material mined in the parts of Africa red-tailed monkeys rely on 
for habitats. Houston Zoo is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: www.houstonzoo.org 
 
Date: 5/1/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Wappler 
PR Manager 
lwappler@houstonzoo.org 
713-533-6613 

Submit a photo for the Hill Country Alliance's 2020 Photo Contest – “The Wild and 
Wonderful Texas Hill Country” 

The Hill Country Alliance’s 14th annual Hill Country photo contest is HAPPENING NOW! 
Photographers of all skill levels and styles are welcome to submit 
their best shots of “The Wild and Wonderful Texas Hill Country.” 
From now until May 31, we're accepting photography submissions 
that capture the vibrant beauty of our native landscapes, wildlife, and 
water resources as well as the people that protect and enjoy them! 
Getting less time outdoors this spring? That's okay! You can still 
send us your best photos from previous years, as long as they 
haven't already been featured in one of our calendars. Learn more 
and submit photos here: www.hillcountryalliance.org/PhotoContest. 
Hill Country Alliance is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

 
Link:www.hillcountryalliance.org/PhotoContest, www.hillcountryalliance.org/PhotoContest2020 
 
Date: 5/2/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Leah Cuddeback 
Online Outreach and Communications Manager 
leah@hillcountryalliance.org 
(618) 979-5223 

Houston Wilderness to Feature Houston's 10 Ecoregions on Social Media 
As many of us stay indoors and close to our homes during this time, 
there are ways to learn and explore the 10 ecoregions that make up our 
diverse ecological region. During April 2020, Houston Wilderness invited 
followers on social media to virtually travel to all 10 ecoregions of the 
Greater Houston Area. The ecoregion roundup will conclude at the 

http://www.houstonzoo.org/
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beginning of May. Houston Wilderness is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
 
 
Link:https://www.facebook.com/HouWilderness/ 
 
Date: 5/5/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kim Philippi 
Associate Director of Collaborative Grants 
kim@houstonwilderness.org 
713-524-7330 

 

Going Beyond the Road: TxDOT's Environmental Programs Webinar 

Not many people know TxDOT is charged with being stewards of the state’s natural resources as it 
builds and maintains the state’s transportation system. It has multiple mainstream efforts to 
address the impact to the environment, such as Don’t Mess with Texas and Drive Clean Across 
Texas. But TxDOT has beautified roads with native plants to address erosion, seeded the roads with 
wildflowers and planned around the state’s other natural and cultural resources since 1917. Join 
TxDOT's Amanda Fowler and Laura Cruzada to learn more about these programs, resources, and 
how to get involved with TxDOT….Beyond The Road. Keep Texas Beautiful and TxDOT are Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partners.  

Link:https://ktb.org/get-involved/calendar-of-events/education/going-beyond-the-road-txdot-s-enviro
nmental-programs 
 
 
Date: 5/11/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brianna Fuller 
Communications Manager 
brianna@ktb.org 
512-961-5264 
 

 

Texas Trails - Funding and Maintenance Webinar 

Join staff from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to learn about their Trails Coordinator roles, 
take a peek at upcoming State Park trail projects, go through the ins and outs of the TPWD 
community trail grant funding program and learn tips for maintaining a trail system. Keep Texas 
Beautiful is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://ktb.org/get-involved/calendar-of-events/education/webinar-texas-trails-funding-and-mai
ntenance 
 
Date: 5/19/2020 

https://www.facebook.com/HouWilderness/
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For all media inquiries: 
Brianna Fuller 
Communications Manager 
brianna@ktb.org 
512-961-5264

Barrow Brewing and Soil Regen Farmer's Market 

The farmers market at the brewery in Salado is held every Saturday May 23 - June 27 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Stay tuned for updates on who will be attending and 
the produce and products offered. The market will be spread 
across the brewery grounds this year to ensure 
social-distancing and is brought to you in partnership with 
Soil Regen.  

If you are a farmer or grower who would like to attend, 
please email kd@barrowbrewing.com. Soil Regen is a Texan 
by Nature Conservation Partner.  

 
Link: www.agsoilregen.com/events 
 
Date: 5/23/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Jess Gnad 
jess.gnad@agsoilregen.com 
Director of Communications 
 

 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS  
First homes connect to new wastewater system 

On Monday April 20, six homes connected to the new 
Montana Vista Wastewater System, which will bring first-time 
wastewater service to nearly 800 homes in a first phase. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/first_homes_connect_to_ne
w_wastewater_system 
 

mailto:brianna@ktb.org
mailto:kd@barrowbrewing.com
http://www.agsoilregen.com/events
mailto:jess.gnad@agsoilregen.com
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For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
 

 

Communities can build disaster resilience together 

In her guest column, PSB Secretary/Treasurer Dr. Ivonne 
Santiago speaks about living through floods, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, a volcano, a pandemic, and how 
this now shapes her decisions as a PSB member to 
always support community resilience.  

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/communities_can_build_dis
aster_resilience_together 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
 

 

Water smarter, save money and our resources 

Shady, colorful desert plants dot landscapes across the city, where 
large, water-wasting lawns are no longer the standard. For nearly 
30 years, El Pasoans have been doing their part to conserve our 
most precious resource in the Chihuahuan Desert. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/water_smarter__save_mone
y_and_our_resources 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

 

mailto:cbriano@epwater.org
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Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan's Overlap with Resilient Houston Plan 

Facilitated by Houston Wilderness, the Gulf-Houston Regional 
Conservation Plan (Gulf-Houston RCP) is a long-term collaborative 
of environmental, business, and governmental entities working 
together to implement an ecosystem continuity and connectivity 
plan for the Gulf-Houston region through implementation of three 
key goals for enhanced resilience and online GIS-based database 
of Working List and Funded Environmental Projects in the 8-county 
region through the Houston Wilderness and Gulf-Houston RCP 
websites. 

THREE KEY GOALS: (1) Increasing the current 12.3% in 
protected/preserved land in the eight-county region to 24% of land 
coverage by 2040, (2) Increasing and supporting the region-wide 
land management efforts to install nature-based stabilization 
techniques, such as low-impact development, living shorelines, and 
bioswales, to 50% of land coverage by 2040, and (3) providing 

research and advocacy for an increase of 0.4% annually in air quality offsets through carbon 
absorption in native soils, plants, trees, and oyster reefs throughout the eight county region. 

In early 2020, the City of Houston initiated its Resilient Houston Plan – a framework for collective 
action 

that links existing efforts with new ones to protect Houston against future disasters—from 
hurricanes and flooding to extreme heat waves—and chronic stresses such as aging infrastructure, 
poor air quality, and climate change. The strategy frames five key visions for Houston’s future along 
with 18 goals and 62 actions describing the path forward, timeframe, partners, implementation 
opportunities and corresponding U.N. Sustainable Development Goals. Resilient Houston was forged 
during an 18-month process in collaboration with local stakeholders and regional, national and 
global partners. The Gulf-Houston RCP’s three key goals overlap with three key goals of the Resilient 
Houston Plan: 

Chapter 2: Safe & Equitable Neighborhoods – Goal 6: Plant 4.6 million new native trees by 2030. 

Chapter 4: Accessible & Adaptive City – Goal 11: 100 new green stormwater infrastructure projects 
by 2025 

Chapter 5: Innovative & Integrated Region – Goal 16: Conserve 24% of undeveloped regional lands as 
natural spaces by 2040 

Link:https://www.gulfhoustonrcp.org/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kim Philippi 
Associate Director of Collaborative Grants 

https://www.gulfhoustonrcp.org/


kim@houstonwilderness.org 
713-524-7330 

 
 
VIRTUAL GARDENS 

Visit us on our new YouTube channel. Texas Botanical Gardens & Native American Interpretive 
Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link:www.legacyplaza.org 
 
Date: 5/1/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Susan Lindsey   
Executive Director 
botanicalgardens.naic@gmail.com  
325-648-2447 
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