
 

January Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS  
ASTRONOMY 101  Mills County 

Do  you have a passion for stargazing?  We have a program for you! 
Walt Kovar, local astronomer will present a program at the Welcome 
Center at 10:00 Saturday, January 11.  Walt will not only inform us 
about best viewing practices, but will also give us an outline on the 
upcoming astronomical events for 2020.Texas Botanical Gardens & 
Native American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  

 
 

Link: www.legacyplaza.org 
 
Date: 1/11/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Savannah Early 
Garden Manager 
savearly10@gmail.com 
325-648-2750 

 

Join Trinity Coalition Discovery Event Fort Worth: Learn about the Trinity River 
Paddling Trail 

Join us at Backwoods in Fort Worth for a free event to learn all the 
secrets of the Trinity River Paddle Trail. Representatives from the 
Trinity Coalition will give a presentation about the 130 mile long Trinity 
River Paddle trail including how to access the trail and how to use the 
new website and interactive tools to make the most out of every trip. 
ACA Instructors will also be on hand to answer paddling questions and 
share stories of our local river--the best kept secret in DFW. They will 
also discuss the Trinity Coalition and its goal to bring National Park 
Service recognition to DFW. Bring your family and your questions. 

All ages and skill levels are welcome. Refreshments will be provided. Trinity Coalition is a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://trinitycoalition.org/events/discovery-event-the-trinity-river-paddle-trail1 
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Location: Backwoods 441 Carroll St.Fort Worth, Texas 76107 
Date: 1/11/2020 
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@trinityCoalition.org 
214 478-7856 

 

Trinity Coalition Presents a Bicycle Tour of the Trinity Trail: Gateway Park 

Too cold to paddle? Let's take our bicycles and scout the river. We 
are going to explore the Trinity trail that runs along the Trinity River 
from Beach Street to Handley Ederville Dam and back. this ride is 
about 12 miles of easy paved trails that run through the woods of 
Gateway Park, and Quanah Parker Park. We will view the Trinity River 
and check out Hidden Dam and Handley Ederville. Bring a lunch and 
come to enjoy the scenery. All skill levels welcome. We will be 
stopping to look at the river. Trinity Coalition is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  

Meet at Gateway Park South Parking Area near the Gateway Park South Observation Deck. 

Link: https://trinitycoalition.org/events/bicycle-tour-of-the-gateway-trinity-trail 
 
Location: Gateway Park entrance 751 Beach Street, Fort Worth, TX 76111 
Date: 1/12/2020 
Time: 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@trinityCoalition.org 
214 478-7856 
 

 

Thank You For Helping Frontera Grow! 

Frontera Land Alliance is hosting an Open House Appreciation 
Event to thank everyone that follows and supports our 
organization. Snacks and refreshments will be provided. The 
Frontera Land Alliance is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/734239493729173/ 
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Location: 6006 N. Mesa, El Paso, Texas 
Date: 1/12/2020 
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Maryflor Garcia 
Education and Volunteer Coordinator 
maryflor@fronteralandalliance.org   

 
CCCA January Community Meeting 

 
GOT BACKBONE? 
The Story of El Rancho Cima 
Presented by Leslie & Randy Collier 
 
The Colliers have a deep and long-standing connection 
with the 
former Boy Scout Camp, El Rancho Cima, a 2400 acre 
property on the Devil’s Backbone. 
 
Come hear about its fascinating history and the status of 
strong community efforts to protect it for all time. Comal 
County Conservation Alliance is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  
 
Link: https://www.comalconservation.org/ 
 
Location: McKenna Center 801 W San Antonio St 
Date: 1/14/2020 
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 

 

Big Bend Seminar Series on Energy Development Gets Underway in January 2020 

Residents of West Texas are invited to attend a free series of seminars on energy development in the Big 
Bend. The seminar series is designed to engage a broad constituency of Big Bend community members 
to better inform them on recent energy projections, potential impacts on communities and conservation 
values, and to develop creative strategies to conserve the unique resources and communities of the 
region. 

There are four seminars scheduled in early 2020. Several fall 2020 seminars are also in the works. The 
seminar series is sponsored in part by Respect Big Bend Coalition, Cynthia and George Mitchell 
Foundation, Permian Basin Area Foundation, the Meadows Foundation, Still Water Foundation, and the 
Borderlands Research Institute at Sul Ross State University. 

“The Big Bend region of Texas is experiencing unprecedented pressures on its natural resources, from 
population growth and habitat fragmentation to a recent surge in energy development,” said Dr. Louis 
Harveson, who is the Dan Allen Hughes, Jr., BRI Endowed Director and professor of Wildlife 
Management at Sul Ross State University. “The Permian Basin is one of the most productive energy 
arenas in the world, and the footprint of energy-related development is moving into this area. If we don’t 
plan for it carefully, it could impact the ecological integrity of Big Bend. We are committed to involving 
the entire West Texas community in the conversations that are underway and we hope everyone who is 
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interested in the future of the Big Bend region will take part in these seminars. Borderlands Research 
Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Topic: Is Energy Development Coming to the Big Bend? Understanding the Latest Energy Projections and 
a Novel Approach to Reducing the Impacts of Energy Sprawl 
Keynote:  Marilu Hastings - Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation 
  Michael Young - Bureau of Economic Geology-UT Austin 

Link: https://bri.sulross.edu/energy-seminar-series/ 

Location: Espino Conference Center at Sul Ross State University in Alpine  
Date: 1/15/2020 
Time: 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

Stars & S'mores 

Our popular annual sell-out event is expanding to two evenings! Come see the stars, hear the owls, and 
explore Dogwood Canyon at night. We'll roast s'mores around the campfire and telescopes will be 
available for night sky viewing (weather permitting). Plus, we'll have hot chocolate and other activities 
available including animal encounters and discount shopping in our gift shop! 

Read all of the details about this event at https://dogwood.audubon.org/starsandsmores. 

We've made improvements to the booking process, allowing participants to select which group hike to 
join. We've also added opportunities to join longer adult-only (18+) guided hikes and we will have more 
adult-centric activities onsite, such as Giant Jenga. Audubon Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  

Link: https://dogwood.audubon.org/starsandsmores 
 
Location: Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center 
Date: 1/17/2020 - 1/18/2020 
Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Cost: General Admission tickets are $5.00 each. Ticketleap charges an additional $1.25 fee per ticket 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Katie Christman 
Education Specialist 
kchristman@audubon.org 
469-526-1980 
 

 

Trinity Coalition Presents: Hike the Frasier Dam Recreation Area 

Frasier Dam is a hidden gem along the Trinity River. Come 
join us on a hike along the nature trails within the area. We 
will check out Frasier Dam itself, locate the launch points and 
portage trail for paddle craft, and discover the beauty of this 
once forgotten watershed.  Bring a picnic lunch, plenty of 
water, closed-toed shoes, hat, sunscreen, and bug repellent. 
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Hike starts at 1PM.  If you want to do a little service, show up early, at 8:45 AM and help Groundworks 
Dallas with their weekly restoration and clean up of the area. Trinity Coalition is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/2569429466669537/ 
 
Location: Frasier Dam Rec Area, 9300 Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, TX 75247. 
Date: 1/25/2020 
Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
Teresa@TrinityCoalition.org 
214 478-7856 

Native Plant Society of Fredericksburg Presents John Thomas, Founder and Owner of 
Wildseed Farms! 

John Thomas, founder and owner of Wildseed Farms, the largest working wildflower farm in the nation, 
will speak to the Fredericksburg Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas at its first meeting of 2020.   

The meeting is held at Memorial Presbyterian Church, 601 North Milam, in Fredericksburg.  Doors open 
for refreshments and social gathering at 6:30 pm. The meeting begins at 7:00 pm. The meeting is free 
and all members of the public are cordially invited to attend. The more, the merrier. Native Plant Society 
of Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.   

Link: https://npsot.org/wp/fredericksburg 
 
Location:  Memorial Presbyterian Church, 601 North Milam, in Fredericksburg 78624 
Date: 1/28/2020 
Time: 7:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Paula Stone 
President 
gilbriar@icloud.com 
210-393-7351 

Texas Land Conservation Conference 
 
The 2020 Texas Land Conservation Conference 
will be held Wednesday, February 26 - 28, 2020 
at the Hilton Austin Airport in Austin, Texas.  This 
conference is the preeminent statewide meeting 
for anyone working in the field of land and water 
conservation, private landowners interested in 
conserving their land, government, business and 
NGO agency partners, and any person interested 

in learning more about these important issues in Texas.  
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The annual three-day conference brings in experts from around the state and nation to provide 
unparalleled networking and education opportunities and provides an exceptional opportunity for shared 
learning and engagement in order to advance the land conservation movement in Texas. Texas Land 
Trust Council is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Information and registration info: www.texaslandconservationconference.org  

Link:http://www.cvent.com/events/2020-texas-land-conservation-conference/event-summary-4360fcce4
3d644f79669c9b015f6bc67.aspx 
 
Location: Hilton Austin Airport in Austin, Texas 
Date: 2/26/2020 - 2/28/2020 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lori Olson 
Executive Director 
Texas Land Trust Council 
512-994-8582 

 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS  

TSSWCB Receives Funding from USDA-NRCS to Address Feral Swine in Texas 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently announced it is awarding more than $1.4 
million to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) to fund three pilot projects to 
control feral swine in Texas. 

Link: https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/news/tsswcb-receives-funding-usda-nrcs-address-feral-swine-texas 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Molly Christensen 
Public Affairs Specialist 
mchristensen@tsswcb.texas.gov 
254-228-7881 

El Paso Water wins Thanksgiving Float Sweepstakes Award 

When El Paso Water’s 2019 Sun Bowl Parade entry – dubbed Water 
Wars – rolled up, it was clear to bystanders and competitors that 
utility employees had built another Sweepstakes Award winner. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/water_wars_wins_2nd_sweepsta
kes_award 
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For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

Stormwater investment directly benefits thousands 

With the improvements completed by EPWater in 2016, the City of 
El Paso was able to complete a hydraulic study and a Letter of 
Map Revision (LOMR) application with FEMA. As a result, over 
1,100 properties were officially removed from the FEMA flood 
zone. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/stormwater_investment_directly_
benefits_thousands 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

Let it snow at TecH2O 

Families searching for free activities during school breaks can find them 
at El Paso Water’s TecH2O Learning Center. A Winter Waterland event 
kicked off the center’s new H2Open House Series designed to educate 
and engage youth during school breaks throughout the year. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/let_it_snow_at_tec_h2_o 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
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