
 

December Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS  
 Beginning-Intermediate Walk & Talk Bird Tour - 1st Saturday Every Month 

Join us from 7:00 AM -9:00 AM as we go on a walking 
bird tour and learn about the birds who live at the 
Wetland! Meet the tour leaders at the Wetland Center at 
7:00 AM. With migration here, it is the perfect time to 
learn the basics of birding. In this beginner to immediate 
class, you will learn how to use binoculars, field guides, 
keep a life-list and what to look for when identifying 
birds. Enjoy a relaxing morning learning more about the 
fastest growing spectator sport in America. Binoculars 
and Field guides are available for use. For questions 
contact the Wetland Center. John Bunker Sands Wetland 
Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: www.wetlandcenter.com 
 
Location: 655 Martin Lane Combine/Seagoville, TX 75159 
Date: 12/07/2019 
Time: 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
Cost: Free with $5 Admission; Members are Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
(972)-474-9100 

 

Evening of Lights 

Enjoy a different view of the Comal Springs during this festive evening. The 
Headwaters at the Comal will be open for self-guided twilight tours. Follow 
Luminaria lit paths to the springs and enjoy some quiet time in nature. 
Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Docents will be available to answer questions. 

Link: https://www.headwatersatthecomal.com/event/12-07evening/ 
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Location: 333 E. Klingemann St. New Braunfels, TX 78130 United States 
Date: 12/07/2019 
Time: 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Cost: Free - $5 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

 

Attracting Birds with Native Plants 

Gil Eckrichb will present this informative program in the Welcome Center at 9:00. Texas Botanical 
Gardens & Native American Interpretive Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: legacyplaza.org 
 
Date: 12/07/2019 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Savannah Early 
Garden Manager 
savesrly10@gmail.com  
3256482750 

 

Christmas Lights Paddle on the Trinity Trail 

As part of our Conservation through Recreation initiative, Trinity 
Coalition, a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner, is hosting a 
paddle trip on the Trinity River in Fort Worth to enjoy the Fort 
Worth Christmas lights from the serenity of the river. We will 
even have a prize for the best decorated kayak or canoe. So 
decorate your boats, or bring lights and decorate one of ours. We 
will meet in Trinity Park at 4:00 PM and launch by the double 
drop and the Tilley Memorial Foot Bridge (actual address is 3714 
River Drive. Parking is at 2500 River Drive). We will paddle down 
past Panther Island while the sun sets, take a break at the beach, then turn upstream at the confluence of 
the Clear Fork and the West Fork. We will turn and paddle back with the city lights in view from the river. 
This is a beginner friendly trip. 

Rentals include boat, lights, and guide. $40 per person. To reserve a boat you MUST prepay using the link: 
http://www.adventuresunlimitedpaddling.com/shop/full-moon-paddle 

If you have your own boat and lights and PFD the event is free. (tip for the guide or donation to Trinity 
Coalition is nice). Lights available for $5 rental.  (Required bright white light on stern that can be easily 
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seen, red and green illumination on bow. Bow lights can even be glow sticks, red on left and green on the 
right) 

Bring water, snacks, warm layers of clothes and shoes that can get wet (No Cotton). There are a limited 
number of rental boats available so prepayment is necessary to reserve a boat using the link above. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/2518065238314374/ 
 
Location: 500 River Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76107, United States 
Date: 12/08/2019 
Time: 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214 478-7856 
 

 

Texas Well Owner Network Well Educated Training - Brenham 

Joel Pigg, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service program 
specialist and TWON coordinator, College Station, said the 
Texas Well Owner Network, or TWON, program is for Texas 
residents who depend on household wells for their water 
needs. 

“The program was established to help well owners become 
familiar with Texas groundwater resources, septic system 
maintenance, well maintenance and construction, and 
water quality and treatment,” he said. “It allows them to 
learn more about how to improve and protect their 
community water resources.” 

He said participants may bring well-water samples to the training for screening at a cost of $10 per 
sample, due when samples are turned in. 

“Water samples will be screened for nitrates, total dissolved solids and bacteria,” Pigg said. 

Well owners who would like to have their well water sampled can pick up two sample containers from the 
AgriLife Extension offices in Washington County, 1305 E. Blue Bell Road, Suite 104, Brenham or Austin 
County, 1 E. Main Street (Courthouse), Bellville. 

Pigg said bringing water samples to the training is not required, but those wanting to have water samples 
analyzed must attend. Texas Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  
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Attendees can register at http://twon.tamu.edu/training or by calling 979-845-1461. 

Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-events/2019/december/texas-well-owner-network-well-educated-training-
brenham/ 
 
Location: Washington County Fair Grounds Sales Facility, 1305 E. Blue Bell Road, Brenham, TX 
Date: 12/09/2019 
Time: 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Cost: Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 

 

Applied Environmental Statistics 

This 4.5-day course covers applied statistical methods 
tailored to the environmental sciences. The course 
develops hands-on expertise for all environmental 
scientists who interpret data and present their findings to 
others. A complete understanding of how statistical 
methods work unfolds through applications to field-oriented 
problems in water quality, air quality and bio contaminants. 
Statistical methods are explained in the light of data with 
nondetects, outliers and skewed distributions. Methods for 
estimation and prediction are illustrated along with their common pitfalls. Emphases include 
nonparametric methods, including permutation tests and bootstrapping. The course doubles as an 
introduction to using the free R software. Texas Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner.  

Link:https://twri.tamu.edu/our-work/engaging-educating/texas-watershed-planning/workshop-schedule/
2019/december/applied-environmental-statistics/ 
 
Location: Thomas G. Hildebrand DVM ’56 Equine Complex Andras A Classroom, 3240 F&M Road, College 
Station, TX, 77843 
Date: 12/09/2019 - 12/13/2019 
Time: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-TH, F 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 
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Attoyac Bayou Watershed Partnership Stakeholder 
Meeting  

The Attoyac Bayou Watershed Partnership will meet Dec. 10 to 
discuss Attoyac Bayou Watershed Protection Plan 
implementation opportunities with watershed stakeholders. 

The meeting, hosted by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
Texas Water Resources Institute and the Texas State Soil and 
Water Conservation Board, will be from 6–7:30 p.m. at the 
Nacogdoches County Expo Center, 3805 NW Stallings Dr. in 
Nacogdoches.  

The meeting will give an overview of the two ongoing projects in the watershed focusing on implementing 
the watershed protection plan. developed by local stakeholders and published in 2016. The programs 
discussed will include a septic system repair and replacement project and an implementation facilitation 
and water quality monitoring project.  Printed copies of the Attoyac Bayou Watershed Partnership fall 
newsletter will also be available. Texas Water Resources Institute is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  

Link:http://attoyac.tamu.edu/meetings/2019/december/attoyac-bayou-watershed-partnership-stakehold
er-meeting/ 
 
Location: Nacogdoches County Expo Center, 3805 NW Stallings Dr, Nacogdoches, TX 
Date: 12/10/2019 
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 

Open Rescue and Roll Clinic: Kayak Safety 

To promote safety on the water the Trinity Coalition, a Texan by 
Nature Conservation Partner, is joining with the North Texas 
River Runners and Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful for a free indoor 
rescue skills clinic designed to help kayakers learn and practice 
safety skills even when it is too cold to get outside on the water. 
The event, held at the Kirby Creek Natatorium, will have certified 
ACA (American Canoe Association) instructors and loaner boats 
on hand to assist kayakers who want to work on rescue or roll skills. No previous knowledge is required, 
but attendees must be prepared to get wet. The clinic will run from 6:30 to 8:45 PM. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/770251860114658/ 
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Location: Kirby Creek Natatorium, 3201 Corn Valley Rd, Grand Prairie, Texas 75052 
Date: 12/13/2019 
Time: 6:30 PM - 8:45 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214 478-7856 

Winter Flight 

Winter is here and so are the birds! Geared for fledgling and adult birders, join us for birding classes, 
crafts, activities and programs during the day. 

Though a free program, we do accept donations. Audubon Texas is a Texan by Nature Conservation 
Partner.  

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/2112165308889782/ 
 
Location: Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center, 1206 W FM 1382, Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 
Date: 12/14/2019 
Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Cost: Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Katie christman 
Education Specialist 
kchristman@audubon.org 
469-526-1988 

 

Saturday SEAM Series: Santa Science 

Students will learn about the power of super absorbing 
polymers, and just how snow falls from the sky. They will also 
be challenged to build a Christmas tree with gum drops! 

During this program, young scientists will participate in 
activities including Run Away Milk, Gum Drop Tree Challenge, 
Insta-Snow!, and Secret Santa Messages. Headwaters at the 
Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.headwatersatthecomal.com/event/santascience12-14/ 
 
Location: 333 E. Klingemann St. New Braunfels, TX 78130 United States 
Date: 12/14/2019 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
Cost: $4 - $5 
 
For all media inquiries: 
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Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

 

Youth Programs: Candy Cane Experiment 

During this introduction to the scientific method, young 
scientists will practice making and testing hypotheses, 
as well as forming conclusions. Children will use their 
prediction skills to make a hypothesis on what liquid 
will dissolve a candy cane: warm water, cool water, 
vinegar or sprite? 

This program also incorporates literacy, with a read 
aloud of, “The Legend of the Candy Cane,” by Lori Walburg. 

This program is offered thanks to a partnership with the McKenna Children’s Museum. Headwaters at the 
Comal is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: https://www.headwatersatthecomal.com/event/12-18candycane/ 
 
Location: 333 E. Klingemann St. New Braunfels, TX 78130 United States 
Date: 12/18/2019 
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Cost: Free 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 
 

 

Guided Boardwalk Tour- 3rd Saturday of the Month 

What better way to enjoy the wetland than by getting into the 
wetland via our boardwalk. Join a Wetland Staff member for a 
guided walk and learn about the many cool things happening in 
the wetland. Learn about mammals, birds, amphibians and 
plants that call the wetland their home. Wear a hat, bring some 
insect repellent and a water bottle, and you will be off for an 
adventure. No reservations required! John Bunker Sands 
Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature Conservation Partner.  

Link: www.wetlandcenter.com 
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Location: 655 Martin Lane Combine/Seagoville, TX 75159 
Date: 12/21/2019 
Time: 10:00  AM- 11:30 AM  
Cost: Free with $5 admission  
 
For all media inquiries: 
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
(972)-474-9100 
 

 

Discover the best kept adventure secret in DFW: The Trinity River Paddle Trail 

A free event to learn all the secrets of the Trinity River Paddle Trail. 
Join us at Mariner Sails in Dallas on December 21 at 1:00 PM. 
Representatives from the Trinity Coalition, a Texan by Nature 
Conservation Partner, will give a presentation about the 130 mile long 
Trinity River Paddle trail including how to access the trail and how to 
use the new website and interactive tools to make the most out of 
every trip. ACA Instructors will also be on hand to answer paddling 
questions and share stories of our local river--the best kept secret in 
DFW!  They will also discuss the Trinity Coalition and its goal to bring 
National Park Service recognition to DFW.  Bring your family and your 
questions. 

All ages and skill levels are welcome. Refreshments will be provided.   

Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/548470869300894/ 
 
Location: Mariner Sails, 11110 N Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, Texas 75229 
Date: 12/21/2019 
Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Teresa Patterson 
Trinity River Paddle Trail Manager 
teresa@trinitycoalition.org 
214 478-7856 
 

 

H₂Open House “Winter Waterland” 

Also on Dec. 30 between 10 a.m. and noon or 1-3 
p.m., families on winter break can enjoy a story 
and snowflake art activity to tie in with book: “The 
Snowflake, a water cycle story.” Parents need to 
be present at all times in order to participate in art 
activities. This event is on a walk-in basis with 
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story time at the beginning of each session. Families will learn about the water cycle and the different 
forms of water, while engaging with their children and sharing ideas on water. 

Link: https://www.tech2o.org/ 
Date: 12/27/2019 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
 

 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS  

From Facebook timeline to longleaf lifeline 

Through a partnership between the Texas A&M Natural 
Resources Institute and the Texas Longleaf Taskforce, a 
counterpart of the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative 
working to restore longleaf pine ecosystems on private and 
public forestlands in Texas, the Landowner Longleaf Challenge 
launched in March of this year gaining an unrivaled momentum 
over the last 5 months.  

Link:https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/november/from-facebook-timeline-to-longleaf-lifeline/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 

 

Resources for new landowners: Wildlife 

As a new landowner, it is crucial to keep wildlife top-of-mind 
when developing land management plans. This requires knowing 
which species are present on a particular tract of land, as well as 
understanding the relationship each species has with its habitat 
and the ways in which it sculpts the landscape. 

Link:https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/october/resources-for-new-landowners-wildlife/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
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Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 

 

Introducing The Texas Quail Atlas 

Texas is home to four species of quail and many Texans 
consider these birds to be iconic state species, fondly 
recalling hunting them, watching them, or just listening to 
their songs. Despite widespread interest in quail, their 
overall abundance has declined significantly over the 
past few decades. Recent research efforts, such as those 
funded by the Reversing the Decline of Quail in Texas 
Initiative, seek to determine what factors are contributing 
to the decline of quail in Texas. 

Link: https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/october/introducing-the-texas-quail-atlas/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 

 

Montana Vista celebrates project groundbreaking 

The official groundbreaking for Phase I of the Montana Vista 
Wastewater Project was all about the community. The project will 
bring first-time wastewater service to nearly 800 residents in Far East 
El Paso. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/montana_vista_celebrates_projec
t_groundbreaking 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
 

 

Exit river, enter maintenance at EPWater plants 
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River water season has officially dried up for the year, kicking off the beginning of maintenance at El Paso 
Water’s two river water treatment plants. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/exit_river__enter_maintenance_at
_plants 
For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Lead Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
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