
 

 

July Conservation Round-Up 
Highlighting conservation efforts & events from across the Lone Star State 

 

CONSERVATION EVENTS  
 

Bat Conservation International Bat Walk and Stargazing 

Join us July 9th from 7:30pm-11:00pm for a night to remember exploring 
bats and cosmic wonders. Learn about the bat species of North Texas as 
well as their environmental importance and current conservation efforts. 
Then walk through the wetland with scientific equipment to determine the 
presence of bats. You might even see one in flight! Back inside, make your 
own s'mores (ingredients provided!) before the next part of the evening 
begins.  As it gets darker, Steward Tom Fleming will guide you on a walk 
through the night sky. After a presentation, we'll look at the constellations 
and the planets Jupiter and Saturn as they appear on the horizon. This event 
is for those 10 years old and up. The cost is $20 per person, which includes 
admission. Registration is required, and space is limited. To register or for 
more information, contact ldunn@wetlandcenter.com or call (972)-474-9100. 
The John Bunker Sands Wetland Center is a Texan by Nature conservation partner.  

Date: 7/9/2019 
 
Location: 655 Martin Lane, Combine/Seagoville, TX 75159 
 
Cost: $20 

Link: www.wetlandcenter.com 

For all media inquiries:  
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
(972)-474-9100 

 

Family Fun Days: Nature Studies for the Entire Family 

John Bunker Sands Wetland Center, a Texan by Nature conservation partner, will be hosting two Family 
Fun Day events in July. On July 10th, the topic will be Complex Leaves for a Compound World-- Discover 
the many shapes of a leaf! On July 24th, the topic will be Cattails: More Than Just a Hydrophyte--Discover 
just how many uses the cattail has! These events are educational and a lot of fun for the entire family, you 
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won't want to miss out. Time: 10:00am-12:00pm . Price: $6 per child, parents free. Pre registration 
required.  

Date: 7/10/2019 & 7/24/2019 
 
Location: 655 Martin Lane, Combine/Seagoville, TX 75159 
 
Cost: $6 per child, parents free 

Link: www.wetlandcenter.com 

For all media inquiries:  
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
(972)-474-9100 

 

Professional Development: Workshops for Parents and Teachers 

John Bunker Sands Wetland Center, John Bunker Sands Wetland Center, will be hosting two Professional 
Development opportunities in July. *CPE and TEEAC Credits Available*  

July 11th: Project WILD: Explore wildlife and ecosystems, using fun, hands-on activities. Credit--6 hours. 
July 25th: Project Learning Tree: Enjoy hands-on activities that will help you and your students correlate 
the urban forest and local environmental issues. Credit--6 hours.  

Date: 7/11/2019 & 7/25/2019 
 
Location: 655 Martin Lane, Combine/Seagoville, TX 75159 
 
Cost: July 11th: $40, July 25th: $65 

Link: http://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html 

For all media inquiries:  
Linda Dunn 
Education Manager 
ldunn@wetlandcenter.com 
(972)-474-9100 

 

Night Hike at the Headwaters 

Come explore after dark and see a totally different side of the Headwaters! Test 
your senses looking for nocturnal animals. Learn more about the species that call 
the Headwaters and the Hill Country home. 

You will also learn more about how the Dark Sky Initiative creates a healthier 
environment for both animals and people, and how you can make changes to save 

http://www.wetlandcenter.com/
http://www.wetlandcenter.com/
mailto:ldunn@wetlandcenter.com
http://www.wetlandcenter.com/events_list.html
mailto:ldunn@wetlandcenter.com


 

energy and cut down on light pollution at your home. Headwaters at the Comal is a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner.  

Please wear comfortable closed toe walking shoes and bring a flashlight! 

Date: 7/16/2019  
 
Location: 333 E. Klingemann St. New Braunfels, TX 78130 United States 
 
Cost: Adults: $5.00, Youth: $3.00, Kids: Free 

Link: https://www.headwatersatthecomal.com/event/07-16nighthike/ 

For all media inquiries:  
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

 
 

Irrigation management program in Rio Grande Valley 

An educational program focused on improving efficiency within 
irrigation districts and farms in the Rio Grande Valley will be presented 
from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on July 16 in Monte Alto. 

The program is free, but attendees are required to preregister at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/irrigation by July 8. It is designed for irrigation 
district managers, board members and growers, and is presented by the 
Texas Water Resources Institute, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service and the Texas Water Development Board, Texan by Nature 
conservation partners.  

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. in the conference room at the Rio Farms Inc., 25601 N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 88. A catered lunch sponsored by Texas Regional Bank will be provided at the Rio Farms conference 
room. 

Date:  7/16/2019 
 
Location: Ronald Kirk Bridge and Felix H. Lozada, Sr. Gateway, 301 Canada Drive, Dallas, TX 75212 
 
Cost: FREE, pre registration is required by July 8th.  
 
Link:https://today.agrilife.org/2019/06/23/irrigation-management-program-slated-for-july-16-in-monte-alt
o/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
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kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 
 

 
 
Texas Watershed Steward workshop 
 
A Texas Watershed Steward workshop is set for 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. July 17 in Weslaco. The workshop is part of efforts by the 
Texas Water Resources Institute (TWRI), a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner, to improve and protect water quality in the 
Arroyo Colorado. 
 
The free workshop will be at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center, 2401 U.S. Business Highway 83. It will be 
presented by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board in cooperation with TWRI. 
 
A free lunch will be provided by the Arroyo Colorado Conservancy 
for attendees who preregister for the workshop by July 15. 
 
“This workshop is designed to help watershed residents improve and protect their water resources by 
becoming involved in local watershed protection and management activities,” said Michael Kuitu, AgriLife 
Extension program specialist and coordinator for the Texas Watershed Steward program, College Station. 
“The workshop is free and open to anyone interested in improving water quality in the region.” 
 
Participants are encouraged to preregister at the Texas Watershed Steward website. 
 
The workshop will include discussions on watershed systems, types and sources of water pollution and 
ways to improve and protect water quality. There also will be a group discussion on community-driven 
watershed protection and management. 
 
Date:  7/17/2019 
 
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center, 2401 U.S. Business Highway 83, Weslaco, 
TX.  
 
Cost: Free 
 
Link:http://twri.tamu.edu/news/2019/june/water-quality-training-july-17-in-weslaco-will-focus-on-arroyo-c
olorado/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 
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Rio Grande/Rio Bravo Water Symposium 

Big Bend Conservation Alliance, Audubon, Rio Grande Joint Venture, and 
Pronatura Noreste have partnered to present an educational symposium on 
the waters of the Rio Grande. Water experts from the U.S. and Mexico will 
discuss the Rio Grande, environmental flows, groundwater, and solutions 
for enhancing the health of the river. Big Bend Conservation Alliance is a 
Texan by Nature conservation partner.  

Date: 7/18/2019 
 
Location: USO Building, Marfa, TX 
 
Cost: Free 
 
Link:  https://www.audubon.org/2019-rio-granderio-bravo-water-symposium 

For all media inquiries: 
J.D. Newsom 
Executive Director 
jd@bigbendconservationalliance.org 
512-351-0259 
 

 

Kayak the Trinity River with Trinity Park Conservancy 

Join us for a kayak trip on the Trinity River through Harold Simmons Park! With instruction by Kayak 
Instruction Inc., this activity is suitable for all ages (children under 10 yrs old must be accompanied by an 
adult), beginners as well as experienced kayakers. Discover the beauty of the River and the surrounding 
park from this unique perspective on the water. Trinity Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner.  

Date:  7/20/2019 
 
Location: Trammell Crow Park, 3700 Sylvan Avenue, Dallas, TX 75207 
 
Link:  https://trinityparkconservancy.org/event-posts/kayak-the-trinity-river-2/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Elizabeth Jones 
Marketing & Communications Associate 
elizabeth@trinityparkconservancy.org 
972-698-4626 
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Southern Region Water Conference 2019 
 
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner,  is hosting the Southern Region Water 
Conference, “Improving Adoption of Sustainable Water 
Management Practices,” July 23-25 at the Texas A&M Hotel and 
Conference Center, 177 Joe Routt Blvd. in College Station. 
  
The conference is designed to provide relevant information to 
farmers and ranchers, agricultural professionals, researchers, 
agency representatives and students about optimizing water-use 
efficiency and protecting water quality in the south. 
 
Date: 7/23/2019 - 7/25/2019 
 
Location: Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center, 177 Joe Routt Blvd. in College Station 
 

Link:  https://agrilife.org/southern-region-water-conference/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Kathy Wythe 
Communications Manager 
kwythe@tamu.edu 
979-845-1862 
 

 
 
Nature Photography with Your Phone's Camera 
 
Learn how to take the best photos with the camera on your cell phone! 
We all have them, so let’s use them! 
 
Bring any attachable lenses you may have. We’ll go over each aspect of 
all the functions of your phone’s camera. Get the best photo editing 
apps and learn to use those funny lens attachments. Finally, we’ll 
venture out into the restored area at the Headwaters at the Comal, a 
Texan by Nature conservation partner, and put into practice what we 
learn. 
 
About the Instructor: Erin Harrison is a 3rd generation professional 
photographer and has also served as newsletter photographer for both 
the Comal Master Gardeners and Lindheimer Master Naturalists. 
 
Date: 7/27/2019 
 
Location: 333 E. Klingemann St. New Braunfels, TX 78130 United States 
 
Cost:  $3 – $10 

https://agrilife.org/southern-region-water-conference/
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Link:  https://www.headwatersatthecomal.com/event/07-27photography/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Lauren Strack 
Assistant Manager 
lstrack@nbutexas.com 
830-608-8937 

 

Camp Cedar Hill 

Sign your child up for summer camp now! Audubon, Texas is a Texan by Nature conservation partner.  

Date:  5/28/2019–7/26/2019  
 
Location: Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center, Cedar Hill, TX 
 
Cost: $125/week, reduced price of $110/week during holiday weeks (Memorial Day week & 4th of July 
week) 
$40 one-time registration fee per child 
 
Link:  https://dogwood.audubon.org/summercamp 

For all media inquiries: 
Katie Christman 
Education Specialist 
kchristman@audubon.org 
469-526-1988 
 
 

 

Habitat Workday 

Monthly Habitat Workday. Audubon, Texas is a Texan by Nature conservation partner.  

Date:  7/27/2019  
 
Location: Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center, Cedar Hill, TX 
 
Cost: FREE 
 
Link:  https://dogwood.audubon.org/volunteeropportunities 

For all media inquiries: 
Katie Christman 
Education Specialist 
kchristman@audubon.org 
469-526-1988 
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The 2018 Trinity River Photo Contest exhibit opens at Janette Kennedy Gallery on July 
1st, presented by Trinity Park Conservancy and City of Dallas 

July 1 – July 26 | This exhibit celebrates the 
winning photographs from the 2018 contest, 
which are on display at the Janette Kennedy 
Gallery. Join us the evening of Thursday, July 
11th for an exhibit reception and celebration 
with the winning photographers; and on 
Thursday, July 18th for a Photography Walk 
along the nearby Santa Fe Trestle Trial. The 
Trinity Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner.  

Date:  7/1/2019- 7/26/2019 
 
Location: Dallas, TX 
 
Link:  https://trinityparkconservancy.org/enjoy-it-now/events/photo-contest/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Elizabeth Jones 
Marketing & Communications Associate 
elizabeth@trinityparkconservancy.org 
972-698-4626 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trinity River Volunteer Day: July Cleanup & Seedball Workshop at Harold Simmons 
Park 

9:00am - 11:00am 

Join us on Saturday, July 27th from 9:00 – 11:00 AM for a fun, family-friendly volunteer trash cleanup and 
seedball making day in Harold Simmons Park! Meet us at the Felix H. Lozada, Sr. Gateway on the west 
side of the Ron Kirk Pedestrian Bridge. 

The Great Seed Bomb will be leading the Seedball Workshop where you can get your hands dirty and 
make native grass and wildflower seedballs that will be dispersed in different areas along the Trinity River 
Corridor. Sowing seedballs helps to reinforce habitats vital to the migration of monarchs, the well-being of 
bees, and adds beauty to our green spaces. The Trinity Park Conservancy is a Texan by Nature 
conservation partner.  
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Date:  7/27/2019 
 
Location: Ronald Kirk Bridge and Felix H. Lozada, Sr. Gateway, 301 Canada Drive, Dallas, TX 75212 
 
Link:  https://trinityparkconservancy.org/event-posts/july-cleanup-seedball-workshop/ 

For all media inquiries: 
Elizabeth Jones 
Marketing & Communications Associate 
elizabeth@trinityparkconservancy.org 
972-698-4626 
 

 

Shark Week Live! with the Harte Research Institute 

The Harte Research Institute (HRI) for Gulf of Mexico 
Studies at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, a Texan by 
Nature conservation partner, invites the Coastal Bend 
Community to join them in celebrating Discovery Channel’s 
2019 Shark Week from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, July 30 at 
Brewster Street Ice House. Learn about the science behind 
Shark Week with the scientists from HRI’s Center for 
Sportfish Science and Conservation. A special meet and 
greet with HRI marine science researchers and 
shark-tagging demonstration will take place, along with a 
live Q&A. There will be shark-themed giveaways and family 
friendly fun! Admission is free and open to the public. 

Location:  
Brewster Street Icehouse  
1724 N. Tancahua Street  
Corpus Christi, TX 78401 
 
Date: 7/30/19 
 
Cost:  Free 

Link:  https://www.harteresearchinstitute.org/event/3rd-annual-shark-week-live 

For all media inquiries: 
Nikki Buskey, Communications Manager,  
Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies 
nikki.buskey@tamucc.edu, 361-825-2022 
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CONSERVATION NEWS  

 
 

 

The Texas Longleaf Taskforce is developing new efforts to reach forest landowners 

The Texas Longleaf Taskforce launched a campaign to reach more Texas 
forest landowners looking to bring back the longleaf pine by connecting to 
longleaf resource specialists.  

Link:https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/april/the-texas-longleaf-taskforce-is-developing-new-efforts-to-reach
-forest-landowners/ 
 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 
 
 

 
 

What's New with NRI’s Wild Pig Reporting System 

NRI’s wild pig reporting web-page, developed by the institute’s 
data analytics team, provides a unique portal for data to be 
reported not only in Texas, but anywhere wild pigs are observed. 

Link:https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/june/whats-new-with-nri-s-wild-pig-reporting-system/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 
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Maintaining the Beauty of the Land: Mitigating the Scars Left Behind by Wild Pigs 

Maintaining the natural beauty of Long Acres Ranch is an ever-evolving task, and as many land and 
natural resource managers would say, an immersive experience. Find out what this Texas land manager 
learned about trapping invasive species.  

 

Link:https://nri.tamu.edu/blog/2019/june/maintaining-the-beauty-of-the-land-mitigating-the-scars-left-be
hind-by-wild-pigs/ 
 
For all media inquiries: 
Brittany Wegner 
Communications Specialist 
brittany.wegner@ag.tamu.edu 
832-389-7414 
 

 
 

Residents are water smart, who's next? 

El Paso Water developed an agreement to provide the City of El 
Paso with a $25,000 grant to assist them in adjusting, repairing 
or replacing inefficient plumbing fixtures identified in the audit. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/residents_are_water_smart__who
_s_next_ 

For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 
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Texas struggles to keep pace as thirst for water intensifies 

Associated Press talks about how many communities, including El 
Paso, are developing ways to achieve water sustainability during 
prolonged droughts. 

Link: https://apnews.com/fa5c8b430ef74f2dae3d273b1a13a939 

For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

 

El Paso Water welcomes the Rio Grande 

Teeming with the benefits of a winter and spring’s 
bumper snowpack, El Paso Water is finally 
welcoming the Rio Grande. At long last, water 
released from Caballo Reservoir on May 31 is flowing 
into EPWater’s two surface water facilities. 

Link:https://epwater.org/about_us/newsroom/news_from_the_pipeline/e_p_water_welcomes_the_river 

For all media inquiries: 
Carlos A. Briano 
Public Affairs Coordinator 
cbriano@epwater.org 
915-319-3284 

 

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board to Receive $150 Million for Flood 
Control Dam Infrastructure Projects 

Projects to repair and rehabilitate flood control structures across Texas will now be funded thanks to a 
$150 million appropriations bill legislators passed this session. The Governor signed the bill into law on 
June 6, 2019. These structures serve as a critical protection for our state’s infrastructure, private property, 
and lives. The State appropriated the funds to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) to administer through grants to the local sponsors of Flood Control Dams, including Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

Link:https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/news/texas-state-soil-and-water-conservation-board-receive-150-mill
ion-flood-control-dam 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h94DGO2EWRHAZTRpK77s_CzfNln1j1WK/view 

For all media inquiries: 
Molly Christensen 
Public Affairs Specialist 
mchristensen@tsswcb.texas.gov 
254-228-7881 
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