
Texas Playa Conservation Initiative

Texas Parks and Wildlife, Playa Lakes Joint Venture, 
Ducks Unlimited, USFWS, and USDA 
TEXAS PANHANDLE

B E N E AT H  T H E  F E E T  O F  M I L L I O N S  O F  T E X A N S, 
B E LO W  T H E  WAV I N G  G R A S S L A N D S  O F  T H E 
PA N H A N D L E ,  lie thousands of access points to the biggest 
aquifer in America. These shallow basins, called playas, are Texas’ 
recharge points for the Ogallala Aquifer, and they play a critical role 
in providing a plentiful amount of clean water for the entire region. 
However, the health and integrity of the playas, and ultimately 
the assurance of a steady water supply, is declining. Over-grazing, 
modifications from older irrigation practices, accumulation of silt 
deposits from erosion, and many other factors contribute to the 
declining quality of playas in the Texas panhandle. 

To counter this trend, the Texas Playa Conservation Initiative works 
with landowners and other stakeholders across the panhandle region 
to incentivize the restoration and rejuvenation of healthy playas.

Approximately 3,500 “pitted” playas have been identified as prime 
candidates for immediate restoration. To date, 10 pits have been 
“filled” (restored), equaling 400+ playa acres at a cost of just 
$140,000.

Partners include Texas Parks and Wildlife, Playa Lakes Joint Venture, 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, TxN, and Ducks Unlimited.

TEXAS PLAYA CONSERVATION INITIATIVE PROJECT MAP



IMPACT
• Playas cover 1.5 million acres of Texas. 
• Clean playas mean more water, cleaner 

water, and recreational and educational 
opportunities for residents of Texas.

• Playas recharge the aquifer at 
approximately 81,461 gallons an acre 
per year.

• The average playa size in Texas is 17 
acres. Therefore, each restored playa 
recharges approximately 1,380,000 
gallons of water annually. 

Recharge rates 
to the Ogallala 
Aquifer are 10-
100x higher in 
playa basins than 
other points above 
the aquifer. Water 
horizontal flow rates 
are slow (between ½ 
and 1 mile per year) 

so water conserved in Texas functionally 
stays in Texas for the use of Texans. 

Landowners who participate in playa 
restoration pay no project costs and receive a 
one-time payment of $80/acre. Restoration 
is critical to maintain a reliable water 
source for the panhandle. As populations 
increase, demand for water does as well. 
Playa restoration will ensure the draw on the 
resource does not outpace the recharge.

NEEDS
• Education: If just 20% of playas are restored within the 

next five years, that equals over 969 million gallons 
of water goes back to the aquifer each year. Educating 
landowners on the importance of playas present on their 
lands and the programs available to restore them is critical. 

• Funds: The average restoration cost of 1 playa is 
approximately $5,500. While this project receives funding 

Playas are critical to the recharge 
of the Ogallala aquifer, the largest 

aquifer in the US. 
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from grants and other sources, private entities have the potential 
to make an incredible impact on the speed, efficiency, and 
affordability of these restoration efforts. 

• Partners: Awareness is key. TxPCI welcomes new partnerships 
with organizations and landowners interested in participating 
and helping share the message about the importance of healthy 
playas.

For more information, visit texanbynature.org


