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N E S T L E D  B E T W E E N  B I G  B E N D 
N AT I O N A L  PA R K  A N D  B L A C K 
G A P  W I L D L I F E  M A N A G E M E N T 
A R E A  lies approximately 27,000 acres 
of landscape breaming with the incredibly 
diverse flora and fauna of the Chihuahuan 
desert. Black Bear, Mountain Lion, Mule 
Deer, as well as hundreds of species of 
resident and migratory birds call El Carmen 
Land and Conservation Company home. 
While maintaining a wild landscape on this 
level might not seem like a normal corporate 
investment, to  CEMEX USA, the owners 
of ECLCC, it was the natural thing to do. 
They share that it is not only good for the 
environment, it is good for their bottom line.

When  CEMEX USA purchased the 
property in 2007 in partnership with Josiah 
Austin, the land was over-grazed, rapidly 
losing topsoil from erosion, and lacking in 
suitable habitat for native wildlife. ECLCC 
staff have worked to change that.

Projects are numerous and include: the 
restoration of native forbs, removal of feral 
domestic livestock, removal of fencing, 

installation of water guzzlers for wildlife, 
elimination of invasive plant species through 
various methods, and reintroduction and 
supplementation of several native wildlife 
species, including Mule Deer and Gambel’s 
Quail.

ECLCC FACTS & DATA
• Over 200 species of native and 

migratory birds have been identified
• 43 water sources scattered across 

the landscape in pipelines with wildlife 
friendly drinkers and 16 wildlife water 
guzzlers. One “Nevada Style” guzzler 
captures 1,000 gallons of water from 1 
inch of rain.

• ECLCC has enabled the population 
growth of native desert species such 
as black bear, mule deer, Rio Grande 
WildTurkey, Gambel’s Quail, Elf Owls, 
Silvery Minnow, and much more.

• The careful planning and construction 
of dirt berms and the reestablishment 
of native plants have created a cleaner 
and more usable riparian area along 
the Rio Grande river and a permanent 
wetland as a stop-over resting area 

for migrating shorebirds, wintering 
waterfowl and nootropics migrants. 

• Partners are incredibly numerous, but 
include  CEMEX USA, Josiah Austin, 
Texas Bighorn Society TPWD, TxN, as 
well as dozens of nonprofit, university, 
and research institutes who support 
conservation. 
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IMPACT
Through ECLCC, as well as a project on the Mexican side of the 
border, CEMEX USA is able to demonstrate that their positive 
contribution to the environment is 2.8x acres greater than the 
resources they extract — worldwide!

As a corporation that prioritizes leaving a positive environmental 
legacy,  CEMEX USA is able to use research and data collected 
from their conservation projects to inform policies and procedures 
throughout their operation.

The positive effects for public relations are enormous, enabling  
CEMEX USA to secure contracts and partnerships, due to their 
reputation as a responsible and conscientious corporate entity. 

NEEDS
• Partners: ECLCC and TxN’s primary interest in this project 

is providing long-term protection of the ecological and 
biological corridor connecting West Texas and Northern 
Mexico, thus providing safe immigration and emigration 
of large mammals (such as Bighorn Sheep, Black Bears, 
and Mule Deer) as well as resident and migratory birds. 
Landowners and corporate partners are needed.

• Volunteers: ECLCC hopes to expand their conservation 
impact by providing “boots on the ground” volunteer 
and research opportunities through the continuation of 
partnerships with local and state-wide business, academic, 
and conservation partners.

For more information, visit texanbynature.org

The positive benefits are not limited to businesses. Landowners in 
the Trans-Pecos area can facilitate the continuation of a wildlife 
corridor by forming partnerships with conservation organizations and 
implementing plant and wildlife restoration projects!

Texan by Nature has a vision of uninterrupted conservation and 
stewardship across the Chihuahuan Desert and beyond. El Carmen 
Land and Conservation Co. will be the showcase example, and 
Texan by Nature pledges to inspire at least 3 additional landowners 
and 2 additional corporations in emulating ECLCC standards of 
stewardship. 
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